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A 38-Year-Old Invalid
Text: John 5:1-9
Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.  5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath,

# Introduction

1) Who am I?
I am Pastor Eun-jung Kim. I was sent as a missionary to Vancouver in 2009 and have been serving in multi-ethnic ministry since then. I was dispatched from the same organization, ESF, as Pastor Hong. Pastor Hong is a leader who represents and guides the ESF missionary work in North America. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Pastor Hong and the congregation for inviting someone as lacking as myself.
2)Opening Illustration
"There are three unique structural features of Noah’s Ark. First, the window is located on the ceiling not on the side. A window allows one to look outside, providing a sense of liberation. However, during the 375 days in the ark, if the inhabitants had seen the terrifying waves and rapids, This was to ensure that in such circumstances, our hope would remain fixed solely on God.
Second, the Ark has only one door. At that time, the Ark was the only vessel of salvation. This symbolizes that there is only one door through which we can enter salvation, which is Jesus Christ.
Third, the Ark has no engine or rudder. The direction, speed, and stopping of the Ark were determined by the wind. That wind represents the breath of the Holy Spirit, God Himself. God directly steered the vessel. The Ark was a house of grace for Noah’s family, who suffered from anxiety and fear. Today, I want to introduce you to another house of grace where a man who had been an invalid for 38 years stayed: the Pool of Bethesda."
3)Summary of the Passage
During a Jewish festival, Jesus went up to Jerusalem and visited the Pool of Bethesda near the Sheep Gate. There were five covered colonnades where many disabled people gathered, waiting for healing. There was a superstition that an angel would occasionally come down and stir the water, and the first person to step in after the stirring would be healed of whatever disease they had. A man who had been ill for 38 years was there. Jesus met him and asked, "Do you want to get well?" Then, He commanded him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk," and the man was instantly healed.
4) Core Questions of the Sermon
Through the event of the 38-year-old invalid’s recovery at Bethesda, I would like to share two lessons.
1. Jesus is the True Bethesda (Verses 1-4, 8-9)
1) Bethesda by the Sheep Gate
During festivals, all adult Jews went up to the Temple in Jerusalem. Jesus also went to Jerusalem, but His destination was not the Temple—it was Bethesda, near the Sheep Gate. . Five colonnades were built there, and many disabled people—the blind, the lame, and the paralyzed—lay there. These were people who had come there as their final hope.
2)The Paradox of Bethesda
The word "Bethesda" is a Hebrew compound of Beth (House) and Hesed (Grace/Mercy). Thus, Bethesda means "House of Mercy." However, Bethesda had become something entirely different. If it is truly God’s house of grace, it should be overflowing with joy, gratitude, mutual love, and healing for everyone. But Bethesda was a place where only the "first place" winner was healed. All the sick people were in competition. They monitored each other, hated each other, and fought.  In reality, it was not a house of mercy, but a living hell.
Why then was it called Bethesda?
The key to solving this lies in the fact that the Bethesda event is one of the seven signs performed by Jesus. A sign (semeion in Greek) indicates that the miracle itself is less important than what it points to: that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. Therefore, Bethesda—the "House of Mercy"—is the sign, and what this sign points to is Jesus Christ Himself. The reality of Bethesda is Jesus Christ. Jesus is Bethesda, 
Looking at the people gathered at Bethesda, one is reminded of lions in a zoo. They pace back and forth within their cages—a repetitive, meaningless movement. They are prisoners of their situation. This condition is called "Zoocosis" (a combination of Zoo and Psychosis).
3) Reflecting on Life in Vancouver
Before coming to Vancouver, I lived only within the confines of the church and missionary organizations. I didn't know the world. I thought I knew it, and I preached many messages based on that assumption. Looking back, it was terrifying.  Understanding with the head and knowing with the body are two different dimensions.
Although I was supported as a missionary, I had to work two jobs to survive in Vancouver. I worked day and night. 
The workplace often feels like a place only for making money. It’s hard to find vision, hope, or sincerity there. People work only for money. Everyone was like those zoo lions, suffering from "zoocosis," commuting joylessly between home and work. They just wait for the day to end, for payday, and for their days off. When they gather, they gossip and criticize others. I learned how well people can curse—especially at their bosses. I became certain that members of a congregation probably gather and criticize their pastors, too! Their conversations are filled with worldly talk—money, alcohol, smoking, cars, and houses—rather than the Word, prayer, or the church. The Lord is absent from their dialogue; their only concern is the survival of themselves and their families. It looked exactly like the Bethesda where the 38-year-old invalid lived.
I realized that I needed to make that place a "House of Mercy." I realized that Bethesda only becomes real when Jesus arrives. Since Jesus cannot be there physically, I decided I must become a "Little Jesus" and live among them. Jesus is our only hope. In this sense, let us all live as "Little Jesuses" in our workplaces. You must become workplace missionaries. This is the message Bethesda gives us.
2. The Invalid Had an Enduring Faith (vs. 5-9)

1)"Do you want to get well?"
In vs. 5-6, Jesus approaches the man who had been ill for 38 years and asks, "Do you want to get well?" This question is also hard to understand. Isn't it obvious? It’s like asking a hungry child if they want to eat, or a shivering child if they want warm clothes. Isn't it almost insulting to ask a man who has been bedridden for 38 years if he wants to be healed?
Furthermore, in v7, the man doesn't say "Amen"; he grumbles and complains. He says he wants to be healed, but blames others for his failure to get into the water. Yet, we can't really blame him because his situation was so miserable. In v8, Jesus simply tells him to get up, pick up his mat, and walk, and He heals him.
Did Jesus heal him because He saw great faith? Why did He heal him? What kind of faith can we find in this 38-year-old man? It was enduring faith. It was a faith that never gave up. There is a mystery here: how did he stay in that spot for 38 years without changing? It was endurance.
If God’s promises were fulfilled the moment we believed them, we might think our faith would become great. But often, the opposite is true. Continuous, instant fulfillment can lead to pride and laziness. We might become so preoccupied with the blessings that we forget God who gave them. God often allows a period of endurance before fulfilling His promises. He uses that time to fill us with life, truth, and prayer. Endurance blooms and bears fruit only over a long period of time.
-Abraham received the promise at 75, but it was fulfilled 25 years later.
-Joseph had his dream at 17, but it was realized 13 years later, at age 30.
-Moses was commanded to lead Israel at 80, but they reached the land 40 years later.

2)Testimony of Missionary Eun-jung Kim

The Wilderness of Vancouver
 I would like to briefly share about my 16 years of life and ministry in Vancouver. For about 10 years, I worked a cleaning job, leaving for work at 10:00 PM and returning at 8:00 AM the next day. One day, I began coughing up blood. 
Upon going to the emergency room, I was diagnosed with lung cancer. This happened during the COVID-19 season. Before returning to Korea alone, I prayed with my son: "Lord, we have no money for medical treatment. If I must have lung cancer, please let it be in the early stages". Ultimately, it was revealed to be a lung infection rather than cancer. Although I returned after treatment, I did not feel joyful. Even now, though my hours have decreased, I continue to work in cleaning. 
The Ping-Pong Ministry : After returning to Vancouver, I started a multi-ethnic ministry through "Ping-Pong" to reach out to international campus students. Within four months, I established a table tennis club with about 45 members, and through them, I started a church. We enjoyed good fellowship for three to four years, but the meetings struggled to go deeper than the sport itself. We would play for two hours, followed by one hour of Bible study and snacks. Most members were new believers or from Islamic backgrounds, and they did not seem to change easily. 
A Breaking Point and Divine Provision 
During that time, my debts continued to grow, and I became exhausted. That year, a retreat for missionaries was held at a church in New Jersey. I was assigned to give a testimony, but I felt I had nothing to say. While preparing, I prayed a "Jacob-like" prayer: "Lord, if You do not clear my debts within this year, I will step down from ministry". I meant this sincerely. 
During my testimony, I confessed these facts openly. The debt was not a small amount. That night, while at the hotel, the pastor of that church contacted me. He said, "Missionary, our congregation was moved and offered a donation that covered the entire amount". Through this prayer, the Lord comforted me, saying, "I know your endurance and your labor". 
The Present Struggle and Hope
To be honest, there were moments every day when I wanted to give up. I wondered if I should just return to being a layperson. I still work cleaning jobs today. I still work during the day, and I still hold meetings with the same eight table tennis members who don't seem to grow. However, recently, five new Indian believers from my workplace have started attending. This is revival. 
I understand the heart of the man who was sick for 38 years. When Jesus asked, "Do you want to get well?" I understand why he couldn't immediately answer with an "Amen". It was because he was too exhausted and broken. The longing was still there, but he lacked the strength to even answer. The Lord knew everything. He healed the man who had kept his place of endurance and held onto hope for 38 years. 
# Conclusion  
Every person has their own "hidden time". I do not know at what time or in what way the Lord will visit. However, like the man sick for 38 years, I will wait and never give up. Dear congregation, please do not give up. Just as everyone has a different physical constitution, everyone has a different spiritual makeup and shape. The period of endurance differs for everyone. However, the timing and the method are in the Lord's hands. The Lord gives special grace to those who endure. The story of the 38-year-old sick man gives us two lessons: The true Bethesda is Jesus. Please become a "Little Jesus" in your workplace. Jesus healed the man who held onto his faith through long endurance. Never give up. The Lord has already set a time and a method that you do not yet know. 


