                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

ESF International Church 
Sunday Worship Service
5/17/2026

Worship Songs ………………………………….Together with Band

Bible Reading and Prayer
English Bible Reading ………... John 5:1-9………........Leo Gavarin
English Prayer ……………….…….….…...……………...Jobin John
Spanish Prayer …...…………….………………………Marta Padilla 

Prelude Music………………….…………………….....Sound Room
                                   (Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus)


Message …................A 38-Year-Old Invalid
                                                                     ………. Pastor Eun J Kim                              


Announcement   …………………………….………………....Pastor

Offering……………………………….......……………... …Together
                   (Offering music……Jesus, You Are My Healer)
Closing Praise …………………………......………………..Together                
(Blessed Assurance Jesus is Mine)

Prayer of Blessing …………………...……………….………..Pastor













































[bookmark: _Hlk102893191]Today’s Sermon Outline
A 38-Year-Old Invalid
Text: John 5:1–9
The story of the Pool of Bethesda can be compared to Noah’s Ark—a place where people depended entirely on God’s mercy. At Bethesda, many disabled people waited desperately for healing, believing that the first person to enter the stirred water would be healed. Among them was a man who had suffered for 38 years. Jesus approached him, asked, “Do you want to get well?” and instantly healed him with the command, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” Through this event, Jesus teaches us two spiritual lessons. 

1. Jesus is the True Bethesda (Verses 1–4, 8–9)
Though “Bethesda” means “House of Mercy,” it had become a place of competition, disappointment, and despair. Jesus revealed that true mercy is found not in a place but in a person—Himself. This truth can be applied to everyday workplaces, where many people live without hope, trapped in exhausting routines. Christians are called to become “little Jesuses,” bringing Christ’s mercy and hope into places of despair. 

2. The Invalid Had an Enduring Faith (Verses 5–9)
The invalid’s faith was not dramatic but enduring. Despite years of disappointment, he never completely gave up hope. God often works through seasons of endurance. Just as Abraham waited 25 years to receive God’s promised son, Joseph endured 13 years of hardship before seeing God’s deliverance through many trials, and Moses spent 40 years in preparation before leading God’s people to the Promised land, God’s promises often require patient waiting. 

Conclusion
Jesus is our true Bethesda, the true source of mercy and hope. Even in seasons of exhaustion, God sees those who endure. Never give up—God already knows the timing and the way of your breakthrough. 

Application Questions:
1. In what area of your life do you need to stop relying on human solutions and trust Jesus as your true “Bethesda”? 
2. Are you becoming a “Little Jesus” by bringing Christ’s hope and mercy into your workplace, family, or community?

Top of Form


Announcements
1. We welcome all newcomers and visitors to our worship service today. 

2. [bookmark: _Hlk169924917]If you have any prayer requests, fill out the prayer request on the offering envelope and drop it in the offering basket. Also, you may call or text Pastor at 773-802-1112.

3. After the worship service, there will be lunch fellowship in the fellowship hall prepared by the African and American Group. Next Sunday’s food will be provided by the Korean and Indian Group. 

4. Prayer Requests: 
1). Thank God for Pastor Eun J. Kim, who came all the way from Vancouver, Canada, to deliver God’s Word to us today. 

2).  Pray for the Lord’s healing mercy for
- Gerry Lomoton, who is recovering from chemotherapy for lung cancer.
- Jill Wendt, who needs a kidney transplant, and Kelly, who wants to donate a kidney to her mother.
- Pedro Malonda, who is recovering from a blood clot. 
- Verjune Sanjose, who is recovering from a heart condition. 
-  Rosa Linda, Rocío’s mother, whose cancer has returned and she needs chemotherapy again.
- Alberto Moales, who is dealing with bleeding complications.

3). Pray for God’s traveling mercies for 
 - Suzi Ngafo, who is in Africa to visit her family.
 - The Atonson family, who are in the Philippines for an extended family reunion.

[bookmark: _Hlk136621176]Next Sunday (5/24/2026) Sermon
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	Text
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	Timothy Hong
	Mark 10:17-27

	All things Are Possible 
With God



Worship Leaders and Offering Ushers
	Date
	Bible Reading 
	Prayer
	Offering Usher

	Today 
(5/17/2026)
	Leo Gavarin 
	Jobin John
Marta Padilla 
	Yobany Cortez
Blessy Thankachan

	Next Sunday
(5/24/2026)
	Espi Evans
	Byung O Cheon
Bertha Fernandez
	Yobany Cortez
Blessy Thankachan
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Missionaries
Rolando Sanchez – Campus ministry in Peru
Miguelina Martinez–  Campus ministry in Dominican Republic
Jordan Custorio – Campus ministry in the Philippines
[bookmark: _Hlk132466978]Paul Uzoma –Campus ministry in Benin, Africa
Fernando Rodríguez – Ministry for Young people in Cuba
Elio Guedez– Local Church Ministry in Venezuela

Ministers and Staff
[bookmark: _Hlk482519558]Senior Pastor – Timothy Hong (773-802-1112)
[bookmark: _Hlk482519548]African Ministry – Samuel Lebbie (773-921-7429) 
Indian Ministry – Jobin John (708-501-8715)
Spanish Ministry – Bertha Fernandez (773-600-0100)
                                Raul Navarro (847-773-7176) 
Sunday school teachers 
       Toddlers – Kelly Fernandez (312-241-4553)
       Elementary – Steve Makris (708-867-8716)
       Junior high and High School- Joy Dulaney (847-990-0265)
[bookmark: _Hlk136621807]       
Administration & Campus Ministry – Richard Shaffer (612-208-7087)
Worship Band Leader – Jennylyn Guillen (773-627-3946)
Media Ministry- Gigi Alberto (773-808-3106), Robin Matthew (312-493-0444)
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