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11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.
There are moments in life when everything seems to collapse at once.

A phone call comes in—it is notice that your job has suddenly been terminated.

You sit with your doctor, who reluctantly gives you a troubling report from a recent test, and suddenly you feel completely vulnerable. 
You made a serious mistake that damages your reputation and brings painful shame upon you. 
A friend you have trusted for many years betrays you, and it feels as though a sharp knife has pierced your heart. 

A loved one suddenly passes away, and you are overwhelmed with grief.

In those moments, you do not need explanations.
You do not need advice.
You need hope.

Today’s text brings us into one of those moments.
Jesus enters a small town called Nain.
A large crowd is following Him.
But as He approaches the city gate, He encounters another crowd—a funeral procession.

At the center of that procession is a widow.
She is not just grieving—she is devastated.
She is about to bury her only son.
In a single moment, she has lost everything.
Her joy is gone.
Her future is gone.
Her hope is gone.

And right there—at the place where hope has died—Jesus appears.
Not as a distant observer, but as the Lord of Hope.
When nothing or no one can bring us hope, Jesus can. How?

Personal Touch
Jesus brought hope to a hopeless widow by reaching out to her personally. As Jesus was going to the town of Nain, a large crowd followed Him (verse 11). When a person becomes popular and a large crowd follows him, usually the person does not or cannot show personal interest in any one individual within the crowd. But Jesus gave His personal attention to this widow. Jesus saw the widow among so many followers as if she were the only person there: “…. a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her” (verses 12-13). 

He paid personal attention to one person’s life even in the midst of His busy schedule. Although a large crowd was following Him, He gave His full attention to a widow who lost her only son. What great encouragement the widow received from Jesus’ personal attention. 

Jesus is the Lord of Lords and the King of Kings. He has billions of followers all over the world. Yet, He has the ability and sensitivity to pay personal attention to each of us. By paying personal attention, Jesus expresses God’s loving care for each one of us.

Here, when Jesus saw her, He already knew her hopeless situation. This reveals how deeply the Lord knows each one of us. He knows us even before we meet Him. He knows your name. He knows your character. He knows what you think and what you feel. He even knows the thoughts you have never spoken aloud.
As God said through the prophet Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5).

A Personal Encounter: Jesus and Zacchaeus
Another example of Jesus' personal touch is found in Luke 19:1-10, where He notices Zacchaeus, a man who was isolated and lonely. Despite being surrounded by a crowd, Jesus singled him out and called him by name, saying, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” (Luke 19:5) This act of personal attention deeply touched Zacchaeus' heart. Moved by Jesus' personal grace, Zacchaeus repented of his selfish ways and was transformed into a generous person. 
Sharing Jesus’ Personal Touch
Remember that Jesus has touched you personally with the love of God. He calls you to share His personal touch with others who do not yet know God’s love, those who are hopeless and in need of forgiveness and peace.

When you reflect on the ways Jesus has reached out to you—bringing hope, comfort, and forgiveness—you are reminded of His deep, personal love. This love is not meant to be kept to yourself but to be shared with those around you. There are many people who feel overwhelmed by hopelessness. Jesus calls you to be a witness to His personal touch, to offer encouragement and hope to others in your life.

Whether through a kind word, a listening ear, or a simple gesture of support, you can become a channel of God’s love for those who are searching for hope. By sharing what you have received, you help others discover the hope that comes from experiencing Jesus’ personal touch.

Illustration
A few years ago, a young woman sat alone in her apartment late at night.
Her life had quietly fallen apart—relationships broken, her career uncertain, and a deep sense of emptiness she could not explain. No one knew how much she was struggling. That night, she made a decision: she wrote a final message on her phone… and planned to end her life.

But just before she could act, her phone buzzed. It was a message from a friend she hadn’t heard from in months. The message simply said, “Hey, I don’t know why, but while I am praying, you came to mind tonight. Are you okay?” 

She stared at the screen…. and something broke inside her—but not in despair. For the first time in a long while, she felt seen. She felt known. She felt loved.
Then she began to cry. That one message stopped everything.

Punch line
Jesus has touched you personally—now go and become His personal touch to someone else. This week, send one message, make one call, touch one life—and let God do the rest.

#2 Compassionate Love 
Jesus brings hope to the hopeless through compassionate love. As Jesus approached the town gate, He met a funeral procession. It was a sorrowful scene: a dead man-the only son of a widow- was being carried out. She followed the procession in deep grief. When Jesus saw her, His heart was moved with compassion. 

Jesus’ compassion for the widow led Him to perform the miracle of raising her son from the dead. Compassion revives a dead life or a dying life. 

Jesus is the Lord of compassion. The God of Jesus is the God of compassion.  
Psalm 103:2-4 says, “Praise the Lord,… who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion,” 

Jesus always caried out His ministry with compassionate love. Matthew 20:34 says, “Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him.” 

The Lord sees our disappointments, our suffering, our pain, and our fears—and He meets us with compassion. He does not turn away from our brokenness; He draws near to comfort us. His compassion is enough for every need we carry.
And through His compassion, the Lord enables us to comfort others. As 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 says: “ Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,  who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” 
Jesus has called us to be compassionate comforters to others. We may help others with money, possessions, or our labor. But the greatest gift we can give to the needy and the hopeless is a compassionate heart. 
Illustration
A man in the community quietly stopped coming to church. People assumed he was busy, but his life was falling apart—he lost his job, financial pressure grew, and family tensions increased. Slowly, he sank into deep discouragement.

One Sunday, a church member noticed his absence again and felt prompted, “Go see him.” After the service, he drove to the man’s house. He brought no answers—only a caring heart.

When the man opened the door, the visitor said gently, “You’ve been on my heart. How are you?” At those words, the man broke down and wept. For the next hour, the visitor listened, prayed, and simply stayed with him.

Later, the man said, “I thought no one noticed. I thought I was alone. But that day, I realized God had not forgotten me.”
That simple act of compassion didn’t solve everything—but it restored hope.

Punch line
Compassion has the power to bring hope to the hopeless.
Imagine how many times our small yet compassionate acts of care can reignite the flame of life and give someone the strength to keep going. 

Jesus has saved us through His compassion. And now, through His compassion, you can become a source of hope to others. You can help restore a life that is quietly losing hope.

Power of the Word 
After saying to the widow, “Don’t cry,” Jesus touched the coffin of her dead son. The funeral procession stopped. Jesus said to the dead man, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” At once, he sat up and began to talk. And Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

How did Jesus bring the dead son back to life? He did it simply by speaking His word to the dead son. There is almighty power in Jesus’ word. Why? Because His word is the word of the Almighty God. 

Illustration
One day the Lord gave Ezekiel a vision of dry human bones lying in a valley. And the Lord told him to prophesy the word of God to the dry bones. Ezekiel prophesied as God commanded him. And he prophesied God’s word, the dry bones came to life and became a vast army (Ezekiel 37:1-14).   

The word of God has power to create life and everything in the universe out of nothing (Genesis 1:1-31; John 1:1-4). Therefore, it can revive a person’s dead spirit. The word of God is living and active, so it can move man’s mind. The word of God is sharper than a double-edged sword; it can penetrate man’s heart and soul (Hebrews 4:12). 

When Jesus said to the dead son, “I say to you, get up!” the dead man listened to His command. If a dead man can hear Jesus’ voice, how much more can we, the living, hear His voice? Yet the living people often do not listen to the word of God as they should do. And they do not receive the power of God’s word. 

Why did the dead man listen to God’s word, and be restored to life but the living people fail to listen to Him and there is no transformation? Because the dead man surrendered himself completely but the living do not surrender themselves to Jesus. Human will, ideals, religious beliefs, and tradition stubbornly block man from surrendering to God’s word. 

When we listen to the word of God, we must surrender our thoughts and our will to God’s will in the word. And we must trust and obey His word. 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). Then the power of God’s word will be at work in us. 

Illustration
There was a young professional named Daniel working in a fast-paced corporate environment. Though talented and driven, he lived under constant pressure. Over time, he began cutting corners—hiding mistakes and justifying small dishonesties to protect his position. Outwardly he was successful, but inwardly he felt anxious and empty.
One evening, after a stressful day, he opened his Bible and read: “Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully…” (Ephesians 4:25).
The words struck him deeply. He sensed God was speaking to him, but immediately he resisted: “If I tell the truth, I might lose my job.”

At that moment, Daniel faced a choice—hold on to his own reasoning or surrender to God’s Word. After struggling, he prayed, “Lord, I don’t understand, but I choose to obey.”
The next day, he confessed his mistake to his supervisor. Instead of punishment, he was met with respect. Trust began to grow. More importantly, something changed inside him—his fear lifted, and his heart found peace.
From then on, Daniel chose to live by God’s Word. And he discovered that the power was not in his effort, but in the Word he surrendered to.

When you listen to God’s word and it challenges your ideas, thoughts, or feelings, choose to lay them aside. Surrender them fully to God’s word. Then commit yourself to obeying and following what His word says. As you do, God will pour His almighty power into your life through His word. 








