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The Authority of Jesus Christ
Text: Mark 1:21–28
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.
27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.
Introduction
The word “authority” in the original Greek Bible text is ἐξουσία (exousia)(pronounced: ex-oo-SEE-ah). The primary definition of the word is “The right and power to act, command, and rule.” 

Every society recognizes the importance of authority. In our daily lives we encounter many kinds of authority. Government officers exercise authority through laws. Teachers have authority in classrooms. Parents have authority in families. Judges have authority in courts.

When authority is exercised properly, it brings order and protection. It helps maintain structure in society and provides a sense of security for those under its care. People can rely on systems, resolve conflicts, and remain safe. However, those in authority sometimes fail, and their promises are broken. As a result, people suffer. 

Yet the Gospel of Mark presents us with a perfect authority which never fails and always brings justice, peace and fulfilment. It is the authority of Jesus Christ. 

In this text, Jesus enters a synagogue in Capernaum and begins teaching. The people who hear Him immediately recognize something different. The text says: "The people were amazed at his teaching."
Why were they amazed? Because Jesus taught with authority. The passage then describes a dramatic event in which Jesus casts out an unclean spirit, demonstrating that His authority is not only in words but also in power that rules over spirits.

This passage reveals three important truths about the authority of Jesus Christ and the blessings His authority brings to our lives. 

1. Jesus’ Authority Has Divine Authority
Mark tells us that the people were astonished at Jesus’ teaching because He taught differently from the scribes. 
The scribes were respected teachers of the law. Their teaching often relied on quoting earlier rabbis and traditions. They would say things like, “Rabbi so-and-so says this,” or “The tradition of our fathers teaches that.” In contrast, Jesus’ teaching was direct, setting Him apart from those who depended on established authorities. Instead of referencing others, Jesus spoke with direct authority. His words carried weight and certainty.

In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:21-48), Jesus repeatedly declares, "You have heard that it was said… but I say to you."
He speaks not as a commentator, but as one who had divine authority to interpret and declare God’s truth. And when He finished teaching, the crowds were amazed because He taught as one who had authority.

Jesus was not merely explaining Scripture—He was revealing the heart of God. He clarified the true meaning of righteousness, love, forgiveness, and obedience.

His words penetrated deeper than those of other religious leaders. His authority did not come from human tradition or interpretation. It carried divine power that touched and transformed the hearts of people.

Real-Life Illustration
Sometimes people encounter a teacher whose words carry unusual clarity and power. We may remember a teacher or mentor who spoke in a way that opened our minds and changed our perspective. Their words stayed with us because they spoke with conviction and understanding.
Yet even the best human teachers are limited. They may influence our thoughts and direction, but they cannot transform our hearts and lives. 
Jesus’ teaching is different. His words carry the authority of God Himself and convict us of sin while also assuring us of forgiveness. This is why His teaching continues to transform lives across centuries and cultures. This is why, when we read the words of Jesus in the Gospels, many sense that they are encountering truth that goes beyond ordinary human wisdom.
Application
Jesus never forces anyone who hears His words to follow the words against their free will. Although His words have divine authority, they work only for those who accept them as the words of the living God. 

A man once went to see a doctor because he was feeling weak and constantly exhausted. After a thorough examination, the doctor discovered that he had a serious but treatable condition. The doctor carefully explained what needed to be done and wrote a prescription that could restore his health.
The man listened attentively. He nodded. He even thanked the doctor.
But he never filled the prescription. A few weeks later, his condition became worse. The problem was not that he didn’t hear the doctor. The problem was that he didn’t act on what he heard.

In the same way, many people hear the words of Jesus. They agree. They admire. They even feel moved. But they never act on them. 

Today, you have heard His words. Not the words of a teacher—but the voice of God. Will you simply agree what you have heard and do nothing or will you act on it? Act on it, and Jesus will reveal His divine authority through you. 

2. Jesus’ Authority Rules Over All Human Struggles
As Jesus is teaching in the synagogue, an unexpected event occurs. Suddenly, a man possessed by an unclean spirit interrupts, crying out in distress, "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?" The evil spirit recognizes Jesus’ identity but does not want to surrender.  
Without hesitation, Jesus speaks directly. He commands, "Be quiet! Come out of him!" Instantly, the spirit obeys and leaves the man. This demonstrates the power and authority Jesus possesses over spirits. 

The people witnessing this event are amazed and respond with astonishment. They say, "What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him." 

Their reaction shows just how extraordinary Jesus’ authority is—not only in His teaching, but also in His command over spiritual forces. 
This moment reveals that Jesus’ authority is not limited to words. His power moves beyond instruction into action, exercising direct authority over all spirits. 

Biblical Illustration
Throughout the Gospel of Mark, we see repeated demonstrations of this authority.
1). Jesus heals the sick. He healed
- man with an evil spirit (in this text), Peter’s mother-in-law (1:29-31), many sick and demon-possessed (1:32-34), leper (1:40-45), paralyzed man (2:1-12), man with withered hand (3:1-6), woman with bleeding (5:25-34), deaf and mute man (7:31-37), blind men (8:22-26, 10:46-52), boy with unclean spirit (9:14-29). 

2). He calms storms.
“He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’
Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.”
“Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” (Mark 4:35–41)
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3). He raises the dead.
“He took her by the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha koum!’(which means ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’)… Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around.” (Mark 5:35–43)

Mark clearly shows that Jesus’ authority extends over every form of human brokenness- physical illness, chronic condition, disability, spiritual oppression, and even death itself.

Real-Life Illustration
Today, many people struggle with forces that feel overwhelming—physical ailments, emotional distress, addiction, guilt, or despair.
These struggles make people feel powerless. Yet Christ’s authority extends even into the deepest struggles of human life.

There is a story of a young professional in Chicago. He had a successful career. Outwardly, he looked fine.  But inwardly, he was struggling with 
constant pressure to perform well, anxiety and insomnia, a persistent sense of guilt for not being “good enough”, and quiet fear about the future.
Then one day, at a friend’s invitation, he began attending church—not out of strong faith, but curiosity. Over time, he encountered this message: “Your worth is not based on performance—but on Christ.”
As he began to trust Christ:
· His anxiety gradually lessened 
· His identity shifted from performance to grace 
· He found peace even when circumstances did not change 

Throughout history, countless testimonies like this describe lives transformed when people encounter the authority of Christ.

People trapped in addiction find freedom.
People burdened by guilt discover forgiveness.
People living in fear experience peace.
These transformations remind us that Jesus still has the authority to bring deliverance and restoration.

Application
No problem is too great for Jesus’ authority. So bring your struggles to Christ—bring your anxiety, your guilt, your fears, your unanswered questions—and lay them at His feet. Do not hold back. Do not delay. Place everything under the authority of the One who rules over what you cannot control. He is able to deliver you from your struggles.

3. Jesus’ Authority Transforms Lives and Reveals God’s Kingdom
After witnessing this miracle, the people begin spreading news about Jesus throughout the region.
They sense that something extraordinary is happening.
Jesus’ authority reveals that the kingdom of God has come near.
Earlier in Mark 1:15, Jesus announces His mission:
"The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news."
The miracles and teachings of Jesus are signs that God’s reign is breaking into the world.
Where Jesus rules lives are transformed, and God’s purposes are fulfilled.

Biblical Illustration
One powerful example appears in Mark 2 when Jesus heals a paralyzed man.
Before healing him physically, Jesus says:"Son, your sins are forgiven."
The religious leaders are shocked because they know that only God can forgive sins. To demonstrate His authority, Jesus then tells the man to stand up and walk. Immediately the man rises and walks away.
This miracle shows that Jesus has authority not only to heal bodies but also to forgive sins and to transform a life.

Real-Life Illustration
Throughout history, the authority of Christ has transformed individuals and communities. Hospitals, schools, and countless acts of compassion have been inspired by people who believed in Christ’s authority and His kingdom.

Gary Haugen was a successful lawyer working for the U.S. Department of Justice. From the outside, he had everything:
· A prestigious career 
· Influence 
· Stability 
But during his work investigating the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, he encountered overwhelming evil—violence, exploitation, and systemic injustice.

In that moment, he faced a question: If Jesus is truly Lord, what does that mean for how I live?
Instead of staying comfortable, Haugen chose to live under the authority of Christ’s justice and compassion. He founded International Justice Mission (IJM) in 1997, an organization dedicated to:
· Rescuing victims of human trafficking and slavery 
· Bringing criminals to justice 
· Restoring survivors 
Today, IJM has:
· Rescued tens of thousands of people 
· Helped strengthen justice systems in multiple countries 
· Mobilized Christians worldwide to act

When believers live under Christ’s authority, they begin to reflect His character—showing love, justice, mercy, and service.
The kingdom of God becomes visible in the way His followers live.
Where Jesus rules, lives are transformed.
Where Jesus rules, sin is forgiven.
Where Jesus rules, brokenness is restored.

Conclusion and final challenge
When we surrender to His authority, we do not simply experience personal change—we become participants in how God changes the world.
But what does it mean to surrender to Jesus’ authority in a real, practical way? It means choosing His will over your own—daily, intentionally, concretely.
It means:
· Obeying His Word even when it is difficult or inconvenient 
· Turning from sin and bringing hidden struggles into the light 
· Trusting Him with your decisions—your future, your relationships, your priorities 
· Serving others sacrificially, even when there is no recognition 
· Living with integrity when no one is watching 
· Stepping out in faith when He calls you to act 
Surrender is not a feeling—it is a decision expressed through obedience. It is saying, “Lord, not my will, but Yours be done,” and then aligning your life with that prayer.
Today, surrender your life under His authority—not in words alone, but in action. And as you do, watch how His kingdom begins to take shape in you, and flow through you into the lives of others.
