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ESF Lord’s Day Sermon
6/14/2026
Finding God’s Will
Text: Proverbs 3:5–6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.

Introduction
One of life's biggest questions is simple yet profound:
"How can I know God's will?"
• Should I quit this job?
• Should I move to another apartment?
• Should I buy this car?
• Should I continue this relationship?

Many people want to know God's will, but they often hope He will make every answer clear—as if He might send a text message from heaven or give us a visible sign of His direction.

But God usually reveals His will in a different way. Rather than answering every question at once, He teaches us to walk with Him in dependence and faith.

How, then, can we find God's will? According to today's passage, God reveals His will to those who trust Him, surrender to Him, and faithfully obey Him one step at a time, day by day. 

1. Finding God’s Will Begins with Trusting God Completely
Before God asks us to understand His plans, He calls us to trust His heart.
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding." (Proverbs 3:5)
Trust is the foundation of discovering God's will. Yet we often want explanations before faith. We want God to clarify the future we cannot see and the struggles we do not understand.
We ask questions such as:
· Why is this happening to me?
· Why has God allowed this illness?
· Why did I lose my job?
· Why has my prayer not been answered yet?
· Why is the future so uncertain?
Yet Proverbs does not say, "Understand the Lord with all your heart." It says, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart."

There will be times when God's ways seem slower than we would prefer, more mysterious than we can comprehend, or different from what we expect. In those moments, we face a choice: Will we trust only what we can see, or will we trust the God who sees what we cannot?

True trust is not having all the answers; it is believing that He is wise, good, and faithful even when His ways remain hidden.
True trust says, "Lord, I do not understand what You are doing, but I trust who You are. Therefore, I choose to place my confidence in You."

Biblical Illustration
Abraham illustrates this kind of trust.
God called him to leave the security of his homeland, his relatives, and everything familiar and go to a place that God would later reveal to him. Abraham was not given a detailed itinerary, a map, or a timeline. He simply received God's promise.
Hebrews 11:8 says,
"By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going."
Notice what Abraham did not know.
He did not know where he was going.
He did not know how long the journey would take.
He did not know what obstacles lay ahead.

But he trusted the One who had called him.
His confidence rested not in the certainty of the destination, but in the faithfulness of the God who was leading him.

Life Illustration
What happens when patients undergo surgery and are asked to lie on an operating table?
Most patients do not fully understand the procedure. They cannot explain the purpose of every instrument in the operating room or the reason behind every decision the surgeon makes. Yet they place themselves in the surgeon's hands because they trust that the surgeon knows what he is doing and is working for their good.

Application
Perhaps you are facing circumstances you cannot explain.
You may be searching for work and wondering how God will provide for your family.

You may be grieving over a son or daughter who has wandered far from God.

You may be caring for a family member whose health is declining and find yourself feeling exhausted and afraid.

You may be praying for legal status in the United States, financial stability, or simply enough strength to face another day.

But we can trust the Great Physician.
The One who formed us knows us completely.
The One who gave His Son for us will never abandon us.

You may not understand God's timing or His methods, but God's faithfulness does not depend on your understanding. He remains good, wise, and true.

Remember this:
When we cannot understand God's hand, we can still trust God's heart.
Therefore, even when the road ahead is unclear, let us pray like this:
"Lord, I do not know what tomorrow holds, but I know that You hold tomorrow. Teach me not to lean on my own understanding, but to trust You with all my heart. Amen."

Transition to #2
Trusting God's character leads naturally to another question: If we truly trust Him, are we willing to surrender to Him even when His will differs from our own?

2. Finding God's Will Requires Surrendering Our Own Will
Many people sincerely pray, "Lord, what is Your will for my life?" Yet sometimes hidden beneath that prayer is another desire: "Lord, bless the decision I have already made." We seek God's approval more than His direction, wanting His guidance without changing our plans.

The greatest obstacle to knowing God's will is often not a lack of guidance from God, but an unwillingness within us to yield our own desires to Him.

However, Scripture teaches that discovering God's will begins not with getting what we want, but with surrender. God's will often becomes clearer as our surrender grows deeper:
"In all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight" (Proverbs 3:6).

Before God reveals the next step, He often asks a deeper question:
"Are you willing to accept My will, even if it differs from your own?"

Biblical Illustration
No one demonstrated this surrender more perfectly than Jesus.
On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane, knowing that betrayal, suffering, and death lay ahead. In His humanity, He honestly expressed His anguish before the Father. He prayed,
"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done" (Luke 22:42).

Notice that surrender does not mean denying our fears, questions, or desires. Jesus openly poured out His heart before the Father. Surrender is not the absence of honest emotion; it is choosing God's will above our own, even when obedience is costly.

Jesus chose the Father's will over personal comfort and the cross over escape. Because He prayed, "Not my will, but Yours be done," the road to Calvary opened the way for our salvation.
If the Son of God sought the Father's will through surrender, how much more should we?

Life Illustration
A GPS can guide us to the right destination, but only if we are willing to follow its directions.
Imagine entering an address into your GPS. It says, "Turn right."
But you decide that your route looks better. The GPS recalculates.
Then it says, "Make a U-turn." Again, you ignore it.
Eventually, you become frustrated and complain, "This GPS isn't helping me!"
The problem is not that the GPS failed to provide guidance. The problem is that you never intended to follow it.

Application
Many of us treat God that way. We ask, "Lord, show me Your will."
God says,
"Serve faithfully where you are," but we keep waiting for something bigger.

He says, "Forgive that person," but we hold on to resentment.

He says, "Trust Me with your future," but we cling to control through our own effort.

Then we wonder why we feel confused.

Sometimes our confusion persists not because God has not spoken, but because we continue to resist His direction. God's guidance cannot transform our lives if we insist on remaining in control.

Perhaps today you are facing circumstances that leave you desperate for God's guidance.

You may be struggling with illness, searching for work, or trying to provide for your family amid rising expenses.

You may be an elderly person facing loneliness and uncertainty.

You may be grieving over a son or daughter trapped in addiction.

You may be anxious about your uncertain status in the United States and wondering whether life will ever improve.

In the midst of these struggles, God invites you to surrender your heart to Him.
Ask yourself:
· Am I truly willing to do God's will, even if it differs from my own?
· Have I already decided what I want and simply want God's approval?
· Is there an area of my life that I have withheld from His lordship?

There is freedom in surrender because it releases us from the burden of our own control. Surrender asks not, "Can I understand God's answer?" but, "Am I willing to accept God's answer?" When we surrender to God, we do not lose; we entrust ourselves to the One who knows us best and loves us most.

Therefore, let us pray like this:
"Lord, help me desire Your will more than my own preferences. Give me the humility to trust Your wisdom and the courage to follow wherever You lead. Teach me to say, as Jesus said, 'Not my will, but Yours be done.' Amen."

3. Finding God’s Will Comes Through Daily Obedience
God guides our paths step by step. We often want God to show us the entire future, but He usually gives us enough light for today. As we obey what He has already revealed, His guidance becomes clearer:
"And He will make your paths straight."

Biblical Illustration
Psalm 119:105 says,
"Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path."
A lamp does not illuminate the entire journey. It provides enough light for the next few steps.

We see this principle in the Israelites' journey through the wilderness. God did not reveal the entire route to the Promised Land all at once. Instead, He led them day by day through the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13:21–22).
They moved when God moved and stopped when God stopped. Their responsibility was not to know the whole plan, but to follow the Guide who knew the way.

Like them, we are called to follow God's leading one step at a time, trusting Him with what we cannot yet see.

Life Illustration
A young man once asked an experienced mountain guide, "How can we safely climb this trail in the darkness? I can only see a few feet ahead with my flashlight."
The guide replied, "You don't need to see the whole trail. You only need enough light to take the next step. As you keep walking, the path ahead will continue to appear."

Application
Many people know the next step God is calling them to take, yet delay obedience while waiting for greater certainty. 
But God often says, "Take the next faithful step, and I will show you the next one."

Do not wait for perfect certainty before obeying what God has already made clear.
If God has already shown you what to do through His Word, begin there. Pray, forgive, reconcile, serve, worship, give, and obey.

The will of God is seldom discovered all at once; it unfolds through daily obedience. Therefore, simply take the next step of faith and trust the One who knows the way.

Conclusion
So, how do we find God's will?
Trust God's character when you cannot understand His ways, surrender your desires to His greater purpose, and obey the light He has already given you by taking the next faithful step.

You do not have to know every detail of tomorrow to obey God today. The God who guided Abraham, sustained Jesus in Gethsemane, and led Israel through the wilderness is the same God who walks with you now. 

He already knows the way ahead.

Therefore, trust Him completely, surrender to Him wholeheartedly, and follow Him faithfully, one step at a time—and He will make your paths straight.

