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ESF Lord’s Day message
2/1/2026
Victory Through Faith in Almighty God
Text: 1 Samuel 17:45–47

45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

Introduction
The story of David and Goliath is a battle between a young boy and a gigantic warrior. In the story, the boy defeats the giant. However, this story goes beyond how an underdog prevails. It powerfully reveals God’s way of victory when His people place their trust in Him. While Israel’s army looked at Goliath and thought, “He is too big to fight,” David, filled with faith, saw the same giant and declared, “He is too big to miss.” This contrast highlights the difference between responding to challenges with fear and responding with faith in God’s power and faithfulness. The difference was not in physical ability, but in spiritual vision. One side looked at the giant; the other looked at God.

Every one of us will eventually face a “giant” in life. These giants may come in the form of people with greater power or influence, or as overwhelming situations such as illness, financial trouble, conflict within our families, addiction, fear, or profound discouragement. These challenges often confront us loudly and intimidate us into believing that it is impossible for us to defeat them. 

However, God’s word in today’s text assures us that victory does not depend on our strength, numbers, or resources. Rather, true victory belongs to the Lord. It is not earned by our power but received by faith in Him. 

Today’s word teaches us how we can overcome enormous problems and challenges that seem impossible to overcome.
 
I. Faith Sees God as Greater Than the Giant
When David stood before Goliath, he did not deny reality. He clearly saw Goliath’s gigantic size, powerful armor, and reputation as the mightiest warrior among the Philistines. Yet, David had confidence that he could defeat Goliath. How? 

He understood that Goliath’s true opposition was not against David himself, but against God. David boldly declared to Goliath, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD Almighty.” David’s confidence did not come from his own strength or weapons, but from faith in the power and authority of God, whom Goliath had defied. 

The Israelite soldiers and David both saw the same giant standing before them. However, their responses were completely different. The soldiers, overcome by fear, could see only the powerful size of their opponent and concluded, “He is too big.” Their focus was on the enormous size of the threat and their own limitations due to weakness. 

In contrast, David’s response was rooted in faith. He declared with confidence, “The LORD will deliver.” This shows that fear concentrates on the size and strength of the problem, while faith looks to the Almighty God. In Psalm 27:1, David declares how this faith enables  him to overcome fear caused by enormous size of his problems, “The LORD is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?”
Biblical Illustration 1
A similar contrast is seen in the account of the twelve spies sent into the land of Canaan in Numbers 13. 

Ten of the spies, overwhelmed by the challenges ahead, said, “We are like grasshoppers in their eyes.” Their fear caused them to see themselves as powerless and insignificant. These ten spies allowed the enormity of the obstacles to shape their perspective. Instead of focusing on God’s promise and power, their attention was fixed on their own weakness and the intimidating strength of their adversaries. As a result, fear dominated their vision, making them feel small and incapable of overcoming the giants who inhabited the land. Their report spread discouragement and doubt among the people, reinforcing the belief that success was impossible.

On the other hand, Joshua and Caleb chose to respond in faith. They encouraged the people, saying, “The Lord is with us. Do not fear them.” Even though the land and the enemies were the same for everyone, the difference in their responses was determined by whether they operated in fear or in faith. 

Biblical illustrations 2
Consider King Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 20. When a vast army came against Judah, God said, “The battle is not yours, but God’s.” Jehoshaphat responded with worship, not panic. As they praised, the Lord set ambushes, and the enemy destroyed itself. Faith saw God as greater than the army.

Practical illustration
A doctor may say, “There is nothing more we can do.” A financial advisor may say, “The numbers in your finances do not work.” A counselor may say, “This relationship is beyond repair.” These are modern-day giants we cannot defeat. But faith says, “My God is greater than this diagnosis, this debt, this conflict.”

A little child was walking down a dark street. Yet he was not afraid, because he was holding the hand of his father trusting that his father was strong enough to protect him. The child’s confidence was not in his own strength, but in who was holding him. 

Faith does not deny the giant, but it sees the giant through the lens of God, who is infinitely greater.

Punch Line
When facing overwhelming challenges, stop analyzing how intimidating your giant may be and place your trust in the Almighty God. He will intervene on your behalf. He will step between you and the giant and help you defeat every giant.

II. Faith Depends on God’s Power, Not Human Weapons
When David stepped forward to face Goliath, King Saul offered him his armor. Saul believed it would protect him. David refused. The armor was heavy. It was unfamiliar. It did not fit. More importantly, David knew his confidence did not come from armor or human strategy.

So David chose a sling and five smooth stones. Not because they were powerful, but because God was. His security was not in equipment, but in the Lord. By rejecting Saul’s armor, David declared his trust in God alone. That is why David could boldly say, “The LORD saves not with sword and spear.” Weapons may have their place, but they are never the source of victory. God alone is.

Biblical Illustration 1
Gideon is another example. When he went into battle against the enemy army, their number was135,000 (Judges 8:10), while his own army numbered only 32,000 (Judges 7:3). When the numbers were compared, it seemed impossible for Gideon to defeat the enemy. 

However, God reduced his army from 32,000 to 300. Then using torches, jars, and trumpets, God defeated the massive enemy’s army. Through this, Israel knew that the victory was the Lord’s. The weakness of the instruments highlighted the greatness of God.

Biblical Illustration 2
In the New Testament, the apostles were ordinary men—uneducated fishermen by worldly standards. Yet, it was through the power of the Holy Spirit that they were able to impact and transform the Roman world. Their effectiveness did not come from human wisdom, military might, or social status, but from the divine authority and spiritual power they received from God.
 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. Says, “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God…”

Practical Allpication
In life, we often lean on what the world calls “man’s armor”—the resources and strengths we gather over time: education, connections, money, influence, and experience. These gifts are not wrong, and they can be helpful. Yet by themselves, they are never enough unless God is present to guide and sustain us.

For example, a business may craft excellent strategic plans, but without God’s blessing, those plans may not come to fruition. Likewise, a family may have the best intentions to build a loving home, yet still struggle or fall apart without the sustaining grace of God. 

It is like trying to start a car with a dead battery. You may polish the exterior and fill the tank, but without power, it will not move. God’s Spirit is the power that makes progress possible. True success and stability are found not in our own abilities or resources, but in relying on God’s provision and favor.



Punch Line
So today, lay down the armor you trust in and take up a faith that trusts in God’s power alone: “Lord, unless You fight for me, I cannot win. But if You are with me, I can overcome every enemy”
And God’s power will work in you and through you. Even if you are the weakest, you will become a mighty instrument of His victory.

III. Faith Trusts That the Battle Belongs to the Lord
David’s confidence was rooted in this truth: “The battle belongs to the LORD.” (2 Chronicles 20:15)
He did not place his confidence in himself or boast about his own abilities. Instead, David recognized that his strength and hope came solely from God. He did not say, “I will defeat you,” but rather declared his faith, “The LORD will fight for me, through me, and deliver you into my hand.” David believed that victory was not the result of his own power, but the outcome of God’s intervention. It was this dependence on God, not on self, that enabled David to face overwhelming challenges with courage and assurance. 

Biblical Illustration 
This principle runs throughout Scripture. At the Red Sea, Israel found itself trapped between Pharaoh’s advancing army and the sea ahead. In this desperate moment, God spoke words of assurance to them: “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.” (Exodus 14:13–14)

Israel did not overcome the Egyptians through military strength or the use of weapons. Instead, God intervened miraculously: He parted the sea, allowing His people to cross on dry ground, and then closed the waters over their enemies, securing their deliverance.

The story of the Red Sea reminds us that God is the One who fights on behalf of His people and brings them to triumph as they rely on His power and faithfulness. Victory, therefore, is not something we accomplish for God; it is what God accomplishes for us as we place our trust in Him. 

Biblical Illustration 2
In the book of Esther, the Jewish people faced a dire situation: they were condemned to destruction by royal decree. Without an army, or any means of defense, they were completely powerless against their enemies. However, God was at work even when His actions were not visible. Behind the scenes, He orchestrated events to overturn the evil plot against His people. What was meant to bring mourning and death became a time of joy and celebration. The victory in Esther’s story was not achieved by human effort, but by the unseen hand of God, demonstrating once again that the battle truly belongs to the Lord. 

Biblical Illustration 3
At the cross, it appeared that Satan had won. Jesus was crucified, buried, and silenced. But through the resurrection, God declared the ultimate victory. What looked like defeat became triumph. The greatest battle in history was won by God alone.

Practical illustration and application
Brian “Head” Welch was a successful rock musician, famous, wealthy, and admired—but behind the scenes, he was deeply addicted to drugs and alcohol. He tried many times to quit. He went to rehab. He made promises to himself. He used sheer willpower. But every attempt failed. The addiction always won.

At his lowest point, Brian did something different. Instead of trying harder, he surrendered. Alone and broken, he cried out to Jesus Christ and gave Him full control of his life. He didn’t bargain. He didn’t ask for partial help. He placed the entire battle into Christ’s hands.
Brian later testified that the change did not come from discipline or determination, but from the power of Christ working in him through the Holy Spirit. The cravings that once ruled him lost their authority. What human strength could never break, God’s grace did.
Brian walked away from addiction—and even stepped away from fame—to follow Christ. Today, he stands as living proof that freedom is not the result of strong willpower, but of full surrender.
When the battle is given to Christ, victory no longer depends on us—but on Him.

Conclusion
David did not run from the giant. He ran toward him—not in arrogance, but in faith. He knew whose battle it was. He knew whose name he carried. He knew whose power would bring the victory.
Today, the same God still reigns, and giants still fall-not because we are strong, but because He is strong. Not because we are sufficient, but because He is Almighty. Not because we fight in our own strength, but because God is fighting for us. 

Therefore, do not measure your problems by your strength. Measure them by your God. Turn your eyes from the giant to the Lord of hosts and declare, as David did, “The battle is the Lord’s, and He will give the victory.” 
