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5/24/2026
All Things Are Possible with God
Mark 10:17-27
 17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.”

Some years ago, a mountain climber attempted to scale a dangerous cliff alone. He had trained hard, purchased the best equipment, and trusted in his own strength. Halfway up, he slipped and found himself hanging over a deadly drop. He struggled desperately to pull himself up, but the harder he tried, the weaker he became. Finally, exhausted and hopeless, he cried out for help.

Above him, an experienced rescuer lowered a rope and shouted, “Stop trusting in your own strength—trust mine. Hold onto the rope, and I will pull you up.” At first, the climber hesitated. Letting go of his own efforts felt frightening. But when he finally trusted the rescuer, he was safely brought to the top.

Many people live spiritually like that climber.
We work hard to prepare for the future and build a sense of security. We try to be good enough, successful enough, or religious enough to feel secure. Yet when a crisis comes, deeper questions begin to rise in our hearts:
· Am I truly secure? 
· What happens after death? 
· Can I ever be good enough for God? 

In today’s passage, a rich young man comes to Jesus with one of life’s most important questions: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”

His question is also our question.
Beneath our efforts to feel secure, we all wrestle with concerns about life, death, and whether we can ever be right with God.
Through this encounter, Jesus teaches us a life-changing truth:
What is impossible for us becomes possible through God.

1. The Quest for Eternal Security.
The young man in today’s passage had what many people desire.
He was wealthy, disciplined, and morally upright. He appeared intelligent and hardworking, and he had kept the religious laws from an early age. In the eyes of others, he was the kind of person people admired and respected.

Yet something remained unsettled in his heart.
Despite his success and morality, he lacked true peace. He sensed that something essential was missing—something that wealth, achievement, and outward goodness could never provide.
None of these could answer life’s deepest question or remove the reality of death.
Deep within, he realized that only the assurance of eternal life could bring lasting peace to his soul.
So, one urgent question weighed heavily on his heart:
“How can I gain eternal life?”

APP- The rich young ruler’s question is not his alone.
It reflects the deepest longing of every human heart.
Throughout history, people have searched for meaning, peace, and lasting security beyond this life. We long for something that success, possessions, and earthly achievements can never fully satisfy.


Biblical Illustration 
Even the wisest man who ever lived wrestled with this question. Solomon searched for life’s ultimate meaning and recorded his experience in the book of Ecclesiastes.
He pursued wisdom, pleasure, wealth, accomplishments, and everything the world could offer. Yet after experiencing all these things, he came to a painful conclusion: “Meaningless! Meaningless! Everything is meaningless!” (Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12:8)
Success could not satisfy the human soul.
Yet this struggle is not only ancient.
The same question still troubles people today.

Life Story Illustration
A successful businessman spent his whole life building wealth. He owned several properties, drove expensive cars, and was respected by many people. He worked hard and often told himself: “I have done well in life.”

But one day, after a routine medical checkup, the doctor said:
“We found something serious. We need to run more tests.”
That night, for the first time in years, he could not sleep.
Lying awake in his expensive home, one question troubled him deeply: “If my life ends sooner than I expected… am I truly ready?”

Suddenly, his money could not calm his fears.
His success could not answer his deepest question.
His achievements could not give him peace about eternity.
He realized that he had spent his whole life securing everything—except the one thing that mattered most: What will happen to me after death?

Application
Isn’t that the struggle of many people today?
We spend our lives securing money, reputation, education, retirement, and comfort. We work hard to build a sense of security.
Yet deep inside, one question still remains: “Do I have true peace? Am I secure not only for this life but also for eternity?”

The Text
That was exactly why the rich young ruler came to Jesus.
Though he appeared successful, disciplined, and morally upright, he knew something was still missing.
Wealth could not quiet the unrest in his heart.
Moral living could not remove his fear of eternity.
Deep inside, he longed for an assurance that neither success nor religion could provide.
So, he came to Jesus with one urgent question:
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”

2. It Is Impossible by Human Effort
To the young man who came seeking an answer to life’s greatest question, Jesus replied: “You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”
Jesus reminded him of six of the Ten Commandments, all dealing with relationships with others. By doing so, Jesus was leading him to examine whether he had truly kept God’s commands.

The young man answered immediately: “Teacher, all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
He sincerely believed he had obeyed them all. He was not dishonest.
From a human perspective, he had lived a disciplined and morally upright life.

Yet he misunderstood the true meaning of God’s commandments.
He believed outward obedience was enough.
But God’s commands reach much deeper than outward behavior—they reveal the true condition of the human heart.

The Deeper Meaning of the Commandments
If the young man had fully understood Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, he would have realized that he had never perfectly kept God’s law.

Jesus taught that murder is not limited to physically taking a life. Sinful anger, hatred, and harmful words also violate God’s command.

Likewise, adultery is not merely an outward act. Even lustful thoughts in the heart reveal a failure to keep God’s standard.

In other words, God’s law does not merely regulate outward actions—it exposes the hidden condition of the human heart.
When we understand the commandments in this deeper sense, we must admit an uncomfortable truth:

No one can keep God’s commands perfectly.
No matter how hard we try, no one obeys God without fault.
Therefore, if eternal life depends on perfect obedience, no one can attain it by human effort.

That was exactly the lesson Jesus wanted the young man to understand.
Jesus did not mention the commandments because the young man could save himself by obeying them.
Rather, Jesus mentioned them to help him realize his need for God’s mercy—to show him that eternal life cannot be earned through personal goodness or religious effort.

But the young man missed the point.
Confident in his own goodness, he replied:
“All these I have kept since I was a boy.”

Yet even beyond the commandments concerning other people, he had failed to keep the commandments concerning his relationship with God.
Without realizing it, wealth had become more important to him than God Himself.
Though he had not bowed before a physical idol, his heart had become attached to another master.
By loving wealth more than God, he had broken God’s command:
“You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol… You shall not bow down to them or worship them.” (Exodus 20:3–5)

So, Jesus lovingly exposed the true condition of his heart:
“One thing you lack… Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21)
Jesus was not teaching that salvation could be purchased by giving away possessions. Rather, He was revealing the one thing that held this man captive—the thing he loved more than God.
Jesus wanted him to see that his wealth had become an idol.
He invited the young man to surrender the very thing he trusted most and place his trust fully in God.

But the young man walked away sad.
Why? Because his wealth mattered more to him than the One who could give him eternal life. The very thing he trusted for security became the thing keeping him from God.

And if we are honest, many of us are not so different.

3. It Is Possible with God’s Grace.
When the rich young ruler walked away sad, Jesus turned to His disciples and said: “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! … Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:24-25)

When the disciples heard these words, they were astonished.
They asked one another: “Who then can be saved?”
Their reaction was understandable.

In those days, many people believed that wealth was evidence of God’s blessing and favor. They assumed that if anyone were likely to enter God’s kingdom, surely it would be someone like this rich young ruler—a man who was wealthy, morally disciplined, and religiously devoted.

Yet Jesus said something shocking: “How hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!”
If someone like this man could not enter easily, then who possibly could?

Even more troubling was Jesus’ command to the rich young ruler: “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor… Then come, follow me.”
To the disciples, such a demand seemed impossible.
Who could surrender everything?
Who could obey God perfectly enough?
Who could truly love God more than everything else?
And if eternal life required that level of obedience, what hope was there for anyone?

At that moment, Jesus looked at them and gave one of the most hope-filled statements in all of Scripture: “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God.” (Mark 10:27)

This is the turning point of the story.
Jesus wanted His disciples to understand a truth we desperately need to understand today: What is impossible for us becomes possible through God’s grace.

Keeping all of God’s commands perfectly is impossible for us.
Loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength without failure is impossible for us.
Saving ourselves through moral effort or religious performance is impossible for us.
That is why the Bible says: “We know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ… because by the works of the law no one will be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)

No amount of goodness can erase sin.
No amount of effort can make us righteous before God.
No amount of religion can earn eternal life.

That is exactly why Jesus came.
Jesus shed His blood on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins because none of us could save ourselves.
We cannot receive eternal life through our own goodness, effort, or religious performance.
We are saved only by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

Biblical Illustration: The Thief on the Cross
A powerful example of this truth is found in the criminal hanging beside Jesus on the cross (Luke 23:39–43).
Humanly speaking, his situation was hopeless. 
He had no opportunity to repair his life. 
He could not undo his sins.
He could not perform good deeds, attend worship, give offerings, or obey God’s law perfectly.
As far as human effort was concerned, it was too late.

Yet, in his final moments, he turned to Jesus and said:
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
And what did Jesus say?
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”
Why?
Because salvation is not earned—it is received by grace.
The thief could not save himself.
Yet what was impossible for man became possible through Jesus Christ.

Real-Life Illustration
Imagine a man drowning in deep water. He cannot swim.
The harder he struggles, the more exhausted he becomes. He fights desperately to save himself, but the water keeps pulling him down.
Then a rescuer arrives, throws him a life ring, and reaches out a hand.
At that moment, the drowning man has two choices:
He can keep struggling in his own strength—or he can stop fighting and trust the rescuer.

Salvation is like that.
Many people spend their lives trying to save themselves by being good enough, religious enough, disciplined enough, or moral enough.
But the harder we try, the more we discover our weakness.
We cannot save ourselves. We were never meant to save ourselves.
We must stop depending on our own efforts and place our trust fully in the One who came to rescue us—Jesus Christ.

Conclusion
Perhaps some of us are still trying to earn God’s acceptance through our own goodness.
Quietly, we tell ourselves:
“If I pray more… if I give more… if I become a better person… perhaps God will finally accept me.”

But Jesus says: “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”
You cannot save yourself—but Jesus already made a way.
You cannot earn eternal life—but Jesus freely offers it through grace.
The door to eternal life is not opened by human effort but by faith in what Christ has already done for us on the cross.

So today:
Stop trusting in your own goodness.
Stop depending on your own effort.
Stop trying to save yourself.
Instead, place your faith fully in Jesus Christ. Because what you could never do for yourself, Jesus has already done for you on the cross. 

