                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

ESF International Church 
Sunday Worship Service
6/28/2026

Worship Songs ………………………………….Together with Band

Bible Reading and Prayer
English Bible Reading ……….Luke 18:1-8……………...Espi Evans
English Prayer ……………….…….….…...…………Samuel Lebbie
Spanish Prayer …...………………...…………….........Marta Padilla 


Prelude Music………………….…………………….....Sound Room
                                   (Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus)


Message …...........Why Must We Pray Even When
                             God Does Not Answer…… Pastor Timothy Hong                              


Announcement   …………………………….………………....Pastor

Offering……………………………….......……………... …Together
                     (Offering music… Have Thine Own Way Lord)
Closing Praise …………………………......………………..Together                
(Standing On the Promise)

Prayer of Blessing …………………...……………….………..Pastor













































[bookmark: _Hlk102893191]Today’s Sermon Outline

Why Must We Pray Even When God Does Not Answer?
Luke 18:1–8
Introduction
Jesus taught His disciples to "always pray and not give up" because He knew believers would face seasons when God's answers seem delayed. During those times, we may wonder whether our prayers matter. This parable encourages us to persevere in prayer with faith and hope.

1. Because Prayer Deepens Our Trust in God
Persistent prayer strengthens our faith even before circumstances change. Habakkuk learned to trust God through His command, "The righteous shall live by faith," and Sammy Tippit's twenty years of prayer for his mother's salvation remind us that God is often working in ways we cannot yet see.

2. Because Prayer Changes Us Before Circumstances Change
God often transforms our hearts before changing our situations. Like David in the Psalms and Joni Eareckson Tada after her accident, persistent prayer produces deeper trust, humility, compassion, and spiritual maturity, even when the desired answer is delayed.

3. Because God's Timing Is Better Than Our Timing
God's delays are never without purpose. Jesus' delay in going to Lazarus resulted in a greater miracle—the resurrection. Likewise, God's timing always accomplishes His perfect plan, often exceeding our expectations.

Application Questions
1. How is God using this season of waiting to deepen your trust in Him?
2. In what ways is God transforming your heart through persistent prayer?
3. Will you continue praying and trust God's perfect timing, even when His answer is delayed?
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Announcements
1. We warmly welcome all newcomers and visitors to our worship service today, especially the fathers who are visiting our church for the first time.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk169924917]If you have any prayer requests, fill out the prayer request on the offering envelope and drop it in the offering basket. Also, you may call or text Pastor at 773-802-1112.

3. After the worship service, there will be lunch fellowship in the fellowship hall prepared by the Spanish Group. Next Sunday’s food will be provided by the Filipino Group. 

4. Prayer Requests: 
1).  Pray for the Lord’s healing mercy upon
- Gerry Lomoton, who is undergoing chemotherapy for lung cancer.
- Jill Wendt, who needs a kidney transplant, and Kelly, who wants to donate a kidney to her mother.
- Pedro Malonda, who is recovering from a blood clot. 
-  Rosalinda, Rocío’s mother, who is recovering from recent blood transfusion. 
- Alberto Morales, who is undergoing radiation therapy. 

2). Pray for the Lord’s traveling mercies upon Blessing and Ozioma as they leave for Nigeria, Africa, on July 1, for a two-month trip

3). Pray for the Lord’s mercies upon people in the region (the hometown of Rosa Guedes and Andris Rodriguez) of Venezuela who were affected by strong earthquake last week, especially those who lost loved ones and their homes.  

[bookmark: _Hlk136621176]
Next Sunday (7/5/2026) Sermon
	[bookmark: _Hlk161996308]Preacher
	Text
	Title

	Timothy Hong
	2 Corinthians 2:12-17
	The Winning Spirit



Worship Leaders and Offering Ushers
	Date
	Bible Reading 
	Prayer
	Offering Usher

	Today 
(6/28/2026)
	Espi Evans
	Samuel Lebbie
Marta Padilla  
	Yobany Cortez
Blessy Thankachan

	Next Sunday
(7/5/2026)
	Rose Dumlao
	Jobin John 
Bertha Fernandez
	Yobany Cortez
Blessy Thankachan
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Missionaries
Rolando Sanchez – Campus ministry in Peru
Miguelina Martinez–  Campus ministry in Dominican Republic
Jordan Custorio – Campus ministry in the Philippines
[bookmark: _Hlk132466978]Paul Uzoma –Campus ministry in Benin, Africa
Fernando Rodríguez – Ministry for Young people in Cuba
Elio Guedez– Local Church Ministry in Venezuela

Ministers and Staff
[bookmark: _Hlk482519558]Senior Pastor – Timothy Hong (773-802-1112)
[bookmark: _Hlk482519548]African Ministry – Samuel Lebbie (773-921-7429) 
Indian Ministry – Jobin John (708-501-8715)
Spanish Ministry – Bertha Fernandez (773-600-0100)
                                Raul Navarro (847-773-7176) 
Sunday school teachers 
       Toddlers – Kelly Fernandez (312-241-4553)
       Elementary – Steve Makris (708-867-8716)
       Junior high and High School- Joy Dulaney (847-990-0265)
[bookmark: _Hlk136621807]       
Administration & Campus Ministry – Richard Shaffer (612-208-7087)
Worship Band Leader – Jennylyn Guillen (773-627-3946)
Media Ministry- Gigi Alberto (773-808-3106), Robin Matthew (312-493-0444)
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