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Should I serve God, or should God serve me? 
1 Timothy 1:12–17 (NIV)
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The apostle Paul begins this passage in a deeply revealing way. He does not begin by complaining, he does not begin by demanding, he does not begin by negotiating with God. He begins by giving thanks, “I thank… because he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service.” (1 Timothy 1:12, NIV)

Paul does not say:
• “I serve because it benefits me”
• “I serve as long as God blesses me”
• “I serve if God responds the way I expect”

Paul simply gives thanks for having been placed in God’s service.

And here we find a truth that today we urgently need to recover:
Serving God is an undeserved privilege, not a transactional relationship from which I can gain something.

Today we live in times when many people draw near to God, and many others have even spent years in church, but with a wrong mindset:

“What can God do for me?”

However, the Bible presents us with a much deeper and more correct question:

“What am I willing to do for God?”

Today we see many people who say they love God and serve Him, but that love and that service are conditional.

Conditioned on:
• if God responds
• if God blesses
• if God opens doors
• if God does what I expect

While God gives, they serve.
When God is silent, they grow cold.
When God does not respond the way they want, they stop and service disappears.

But Paul shows us a completely different perspective:
God did not place me in His service because I deserved something, but because of His mercy; and serving Him is, in itself, a privilege.



Paul’s testimony shows us the importance of grace over benefit.

“Even though I was once a blasphemer, a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy.”(1 Timothy 1:13, NIV)

Paul does not present his service as an investment expecting a return. He presents it as a response to God’s mercy, showing us that the one who serves expecting something in return has not yet understood grace.

Personal testimony

In the year 2015 I was working on an important project in my country. Externally, everything seemed to be fine.
However, one day I arrived at my office and experienced a deep sadness that led me to cry.
My heart was restless, because I understood that, although humanly everything seemed correct, I was not in the place where God wanted me to be.
I understood that somehow my priorities were out of order: I was serving the world more than God.
Over time, and only by the grace of God, I was able to understand it and make the decision to obey Him and serve Him alone.
Humanly speaking, my wife and I did not have economic stability or material security. We had no savings, no bank accounts, no human guarantees for the future.
In the middle of that situation I received a new job offer, with a very high economic projection for the context in which we were living. At that moment, I had to examine my heart before God.
But it was truly an easy decision because God helped me understand something very clear:
God did not owe me anything, but even so, in His mercy, He was giving me the privilege of serving Him.

And today we need to understand this again: 
Serving God is not God serving me.
It is not doing it for a benefit.
It is surrendering to His will.


I want to clarify two important things:

First, in this nation there are people who do not have to choose between their economic security and serving God; they can, with gratitude, have both things.

Second, in no way am I saying that working in a secular job is a sin. It is not.

My point is this:

We must serve God without conditioning our love or our commitment on what He may give us, and accept service not as a burden, but as a gift that by grace we are receiving.

“The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly.” (1 Timothy 1:14, NIV)

When we forget grace, service becomes heavy

And the problem is not the service; it is the attitude with which we serve.

When we serve expecting a reward:
• service becomes tiring
• love grows cold
• obedience is negotiated

But when we serve from grace, service itself becomes gratitude, and the privilege of being able to serve a holy God becomes, in itself, the reward.

Serving is not for the perfect, it is for the grateful
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.” (1 Timothy 1:15, NIV) Paul did not serve God so that God would love him. Paul served God because he knew he had already been loved.
This is the correct order:
Grace – Salvation – Service
Never the other way around. Never as a currency of exchange.

Not a God at my service, but a life surrendered to God.

It is a mistake to think that God is there to serve me, as if He were my butler:

• “God, fix this for me”
• “God, give me that”
• “God, make my life easier”

Is it wrong to ask God? No.
Is it a sin to present our requests before Him? No.

What is wrong is conditioning my commitment and my relationship with God on what He decides to give me or not give me.

God can heal.
God can provide.
God can do miracles.

But the question is: How do we respond when God decides not to do it the way we expect?

Jesus himself said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”
(Matthew 16:24, NIV)

That does not speak of a God at the service of man.
That speaks of a man surrendered to the will of God.





Jesus is the foundation of unconditional service: “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” (Mark 10:45, NIV)

Jesus did not serve expecting applause.
He did not serve expecting comfort.
He served to fulfill the will of the Father.

And Paul, a man reached by grace, closes this passage with worship: “To the King eternal, immortal, invisible… be honor and glory for ever and ever.” (1 Timothy 1:17, NIV)

Final questions for reflection
1.	Have I accepted Jesus only as Savior, but not as my Lord?
2.	Am I serving God, or waiting for Him to serve me?
3.	What area of my life have I not yet surrendered to God’s calling?

Let us remember:
Serving God is not an obligation.
Serving God is not a burden.
Serving God is an undeserved privilege that today we can all enjoy.
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