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Samuel Lebbie
The Power of God’s Word
Text: Ezekiel 37:1-14
1The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’ ”
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’ ”

Background history
2Kings 24
Jehoiachin was 18 yrs old when he became king of Judah. On his 3rd year as king, he did evil in the eyes of the Lord, just as his father Jehoiakim.
The Babylonian army and their king captured Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar removed all the treasures from the temple of God and the palace of the king to Babylon as the Lord has commanded through the prophets,
They carried all the fighting men, officers, skilled workers, and artisans (they took into exile the best of their able men) a total of ten thousand including the king and his mother ; only the poorest and the sick or weak were left This was the condition of Israel when the Spirit of the  Lord led Ezekiel into the Valley of dry bones.
3 steps to note in our passage today:
1. Leading of the Spirit of the Lord
2. Spiritual insight
3. Spiritual Ears 

1. Leading of the Spirit of the Lord. Ezekiel 37:1
1The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
The hand of the Lord is full of power and anointing. The hand of the Lord upon Ezekiel was a sign of power and anointing of the Lord 
What happens when the power and anointing of the Lord is on you?
You are led by the Spirit of the Lord , this is what happened to Ezekiel.   
You need His anointing, the power and leading of the Holy spirit. for anyone to be led by the Spirit of the Lord, you must be in the Spirit of the Lord because our God is Spirit and can only relate with those that are in the spirit.
Flesh relates with flesh and 
Spirit relates with spirit
Spiritual minds think spiritual and 
Canal minds think canal
Romans 8:5
Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 
When a child of God lives according to the Spirit, they have their mind set on what the spirit desires. This was not so in the case of Israel, they decided to live in accordance to what the flesh desires by living a live outside of God even though they were in His presence and living in the place He brought them to live enjoying the goodness and refuge of God yet living outside of Him.
Today, many of us are like that. We come to church with divided mind, with bitterness for our fellow man, unforgiving spirit, gossiping, backstabbing etc. and expect  God to hear us. That is a double mindset. You have to live in accordance with Spirit of God to be able to relate with God. …. 
Is the Hand of God upon you, are you led by the Spirit of God.  Israel was taken from where God want them to be because they were not living the live God desires of them. They were living in disobedience to the word of God.  The standard of life God set for them is not that standard they were living; they fall short of that standard.  
They forgot the God who brought them from Egypt
They forgot the God who dried the path in the red sea for them to cross
They forgot the God who took them through the desert for 40 years
They forgot the God who dried up rive Jordan for them to walk through
They forgot the God who destroyed the wall of Jericho and give them victory over their enemies
They forgot the God who conquered their enemies and gave them the land He promised
Now they think they can live life outside of God
Like Israel, most of us live are living live like this
 Psalm 119:11
I have hidden your word in my heart
 that I might not sin against you.
For David to be able to reach this spiritual level in life and say such is because, he has diligently studied the Word of God with knowledge and understanding.
Fill with the Word of God and let it be your daily guide
We as children of God are Born-again Christian who are supposed to led by the Holy Spirit every day and able to say NO to what is No by the Spirt of God and YES to what is YES by the Spirit of God because we are dead to sin and alive in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 2:20, 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
This signifies that your old self is no longer you because that old self is dead and your new self is now in the body of Christ Jesus therefor when you speak, you speak not form you human knowledge but that of Christ Jesus because you have been transformed.
Be fill with the word of God and move in the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit then your spiritual eyes will open. That brought us to our second point
2. SPIRITUAL  INSIGHT 
Ezekiel 37:2
2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 
In Verse 1 we see that, the Hand of the Lord Was upon him and led him by the Spirit of the Lord 
Verse 2 says he saw bones in the valley that were not only dried but were very dried
We are talking about spiritual insight; to have a spiritual insight of God, you must be led by the spirit of God.  As the Lord laid His hand upon him, there was a spiritual impartation in the spiritual realm, he was not only fill with the anointing but was empowered and led by the spirit of the Lord, his spiritual eyes were open, and he started to see places and things. He was able to see exactly the shameful, disgraceful, deplorable hopeless condition of these dead bodies that were left with only dried bones. They were not respectfully buried but their bodies were disgracefully scattered all over the valley. 
The hopeless condition of Israel in their physical eyes was more than what Ezekiel saw with his spiritual eyes. No wonder the Lord said in Ephesians 6:12

Ephesians 6:12
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
Brothers and sister in the Lord, most of the challenges you are going through is more than what you  see with your physical eyes,  for it is not physical and so there is no way you will overcome it with the physical. Are you experiencing marital struggle, that nightmare in your dream, lack of peace in your family, your are feeling dryness of life, hospital visitation upon hospital visitation, medicine upon medicine, doctors upon doctors, the depression is still there, the problem is still there. I have a message for you today, do like the woman with the issue of blood who struggled for twelve years and one blessed day she has the grace and say to herself, if I just touch His clothes, I will be healed.
But this was not so with Israel, they were living a dryness of life, oppressed by they enemies  and are not seen any progress nation wide, they have been taken into exile and left behind only the weak. They are not progressing and there is no hope . they were looking at the physical not knowing that their spiritual condition was more than what their physical eyes could see.
Mark 5:25-29
25 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.
This woman neglected all spiritual protocols at this time; she was able to make a quick decision she realize her greatest opportunity in life. She has lived too long in this shameful, rejected deplorable condition. She has realized that her illness is more than what she is seeing in the physical and then went and touched the cloak of Jesus and there was a spiritual impartation then she received her healing.
When you are led by the Spirit of God, your Spiritual eyes will open, and you will be able to see beyond your physical eyes.  Many people are spiritually blind and are led by things of this world such as wealth, power, their skin color, family name and so on. They are canal, you see them in the physical, you think all is well with them but spiritually they are not. They are full of dry bones; they have no life.
John 14:6
13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.[c] 14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judgments, 16 for,  “Who has known the mind of the Lord
    so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.
A person with the Spirit of God speaks in the mind of God, see in the eyes of God, reason in the thought of God, move in the power of God…. As Ezekiel started to see in the eyes of God what happens His spiritual EARS where open this brought us to our third points

3 SPIRITUAL EARS
      Ezekiel 37:3
      He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
In your enchanter with the spirit of God, He will first lead you through a journey which we call a spiritual realm and then open your eyes to see after that,  you will start to hear the voice of the Lord. it is a whole process. 
After Ezekiel was taken into the spiritual realm, his spiritual ears were open; God the spirit was ready to talk with him because, he  see in the spirit and hear from the spirit  “Son of man, can these bones live?”
Did God really need Ezekiel’s opinion? Not at all but why did He have to ask such a question?
Because God want us to know how a spiritual mindset of a child of God relates with God
A spiritual mind set of any child of God, 
Sees things in the eyes of God, 
Reason in the mindset of God
Hear with the ears of God
Talk in the voice of God
Depending in the power and knowledge of God not in his human power or human knowledge
If Ezekiel was in the physical, what do you think might be his answer
He might answer like this:
No, it is impossible
God can not ask such a foolish question 
Am I God
But not so when he was in the spirit realm….
He answered: “God, only you know” 
The spirit of God in you knows that God is the all-Knowing God, 
He is Omnipotent
He is Omniscience 
He is Jehovah Nese 
He is Jehovah Elshaddai, Jehovah Shama …………. that is why we worship Him
Jehovah God, the Almighty asked prophet Ezekiel
Son of man, can these bones live
He replies
You alone know
Let’s go back to our text,
Ezekiel 37:3-14
3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.”
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’ ”

Note: Where there is no HOPE, there is no unity; everyone will go about their own way this was the condition of the dry bones. They were so dried and scattered all over the valley with no hope of life
But there was a revival as Ezekiel was prophesying the word of God to them
The power of the Spirit of God started moving around the bones and bones started making Noise and moving to one another …..bone to bone coming together in unity
If dry bones can move towards progress by hearing the word of God, who are we, we come to church every Sunday and are still in spiritual stagnation. after church service, we will say to one another, today I did not feel the power of God …. You know why, it is because you came in the physical and remain in physical through the service and going back physically empty.
The only way you will hear the word of God like the dry bones is when you worship God in Spirit and in Truth
John 4:24
“God is Spirit, and His worshipers must worship in Spirit and in Truth
The Dead man Lazarus came to life by hearing the word of our Lord Jesus
John 11 :39, 43-44
39 “Take away the stone,” he said.
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
One thing Martha fails to know is that, it doesn’t matter how long her brother has taking in the grave, it also doesn’t matter how bad is the odor…..nothing  is going to stop Lazarus from hearing the word of God in his dead grave.
Martha was looking at the physical reality of her dead brother who has been in the grave for  day and thought there is no hope of life again for Lazarus even when Jesus asked his disciples to take away the stone from the grave.  Are you like Matha who has been with Jesus and yet loose sight and hope due to the physical situation in your life or family 
It doesn’t matter how many men the woman by the well has married in John 4:1-42., upon hearing the word of God, there was a revival in her life, she became a transformed person and immediately went into the village to evangelize others
Come to God with all your heart, all your might and all your strength and this should be down with total love
CONCLUSION:
If dry bones could hear the word of God 
If the dead man Lazarus could hear the word of God
If the sea and wind could hear the word of God
What about you who are already a living soul in the Lord
Are you still experiencing dryness of life
You have not received answer from your prayers lifted to God
Your family is going through one challenge of another
You want to rededicate your life to God
if you are the one, why can’t you stand on your feet for prayer to the God who is able 



