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ESF Lord’s Day Sermon
6/21/2026 (Father’s Day)

Faith Beyond What We Can See
Text: John 4:46–54
46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.
48 “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”
49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
50 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”
53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his whole household believed.
54 This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee.

Introduction
Most of us feel secure when we can see clear evidence for something we trust.
We trust a doctor after hearing good recommendations from others.
We trust an airplane because thousands have flown safely before us.
We trust a bridge because we can see it standing strong.

But faith works differently.
Faith often begins where visible evidence ends. Faith believes that God is at work even when there are no visible signs of His activity.

You pray for healing, but the sickness continues.
You pray for your family, but problems remain.
You pray for direction, but the future still feels uncertain.
You ask God for help, but He seems silent.

In those moments, it is easy to think: “Nothing is happening.”
But faith says: “God is still working even when I cannot yet see it.”

In today’s passage, we meet a royal official whose son was sick and dying. Desperate and helpless, he came to Jesus seeking immediate help. But instead of going to his home with him, Jesus simply gave him this promise: “Go, your son will live.”

At that moment, the father faced a crucial decision: Would he trust Jesus’ word before seeing any evidence of healing, or would he refuse to believe until he saw proof? 

The official chose to trust Jesus’ promise without seeing any evidence. He took Jesus at His word, and Jesus honored that faith by healing his son. 

This remarkable story teaches us that genuine faith is not based on what we can see, but on who God is and what He has said. As we study this passage, we will learn how to trust God's promises even when our circumstances seem unchanged and how faith in His Word enables us to experience His power and deliverance.

1. Faith Begins When We Bring Our Need to Jesus
The Bible says:
“There was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had arrived… he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son.” (vv.46–47)

This official was likely wealthy and respected.
He probably had influence and authority.
Yet none of those things could heal his son.
Wealth could not solve this problem.
Status could not ease this pain.
Authority could not stop this sickness.

His son’s desperate condition drove this man to Jesus.
If his son had not become sick, he might never have sought Christ.

APP- Sometimes suffering becomes the doorway through which we come to know God more deeply. Most of us would prefer a life free from trouble and pain. But often God uses hardship to remind us of our need for Him.

Biblical Illustration
In Mark 5, Jairus, a synagogue leader, came to Jesus because his daughter was dying. Despite his position, influence, and reputation, he fell at Jesus’ feet. His suffering made him realize how much he needed Jesus. 

Again and again in Scripture, God uses difficult circumstances to draw people to Himself. What feels like a heavy burden is often the means God uses to bring us closer to Christ. 

Real-Life Illustration
Consider the story of a businessman who spent most of his life relying entirely on himself. He worked hard, built a successful business, and rarely prayed.

Then one day, his teenage son was hospitalized after a serious accident.
For weeks, he sat beside his son’s hospital bed, unable to control anything.
For the first time, he realized there were battles that money, influence, and human effort could not win.
In this helplessness, he began praying desperately.

The crisis that overwhelmed him taught him to depend on God in ways he never had before. 

Application
Sometimes the burden you want God to remove becomes the very thing He uses to draw you closer to Himself. Faith begins when we stop carrying our burdens alone and bring them to God in prayer. 

Do not remain in your burden without hope. Bring it to Jesus and seek His help. 

Transition
The official not only brought his need to Jesus; he also had to decide whether he would trust Jesus' word. That brings us to the second lesson in this passage.

2. Faith Trusts Jesus’ Word Before Seeing the Answer
Jesus replied to the official: “Go, your son will live.” (v.50)
Notice something surprising.

Jesus did not go with him.
Jesus gave no visible proof.
Jesus offered no medical explanation.
He simply gave His word.
Then the Bible says: “The man took Jesus at his word and departed.”

At that moment, nothing had visibly changed.
The father had not yet seen any evidence that his son was healed. 
As far as he knew, his son was still at the point of death.
Yet he chose to trust Jesus anyway.
This is the essence of faith. Faith is taking God at His word even when there is no visible proof, no immediate answer, and no assurance except His promise.
The father did not see the outcome immediately. Yet he chose to believe Jesus’ promise and begin the journey home. In that moment, his faith rested not on what he could see, but on who Jesus was and what Jesus had said.

Many people say: “I’ll trust God after I see the miracle.”
But faith says: “I trust God before I see the miracle.”

Sometimes God’s greatest work is not merely changing our circumstances but strengthening our faith while we wait for Him to act.
As we learn to trust His promises, we discover that His word is trustworthy even before we see the outcome. 

Biblical Illustration
This principle is not unique to this official. Throughout Scripture, God calls His people to trust His word before they see the outcome.

Hebrews 11 describes men and women who obeyed God before seeing His promise fulfilled.

Abraham left his homeland and followed God’s call without knowing exactly where he was going. 

Moses chose to follow God’s calling before he saw the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.

Rahab believed God's promise before she saw Jericho fall. She trusted that God would save her family, even though the city still stood strong around her.

In each case, they acted on God’s word before visible evidence appeared.

The same principle can be seen in everyday life. 

Real-Life Illustration
Imagine a farmer during severe drought who continued preparing his fields and planting seeds.
There were no clouds in the sky. There was no sign of rain.
Neighbors asked: “Why are you planting? There is no rain.”
The farmer replied: “I’m preparing now because I trust that God will send the rain.”

That is faith.

Faith is acting on God's promise before you see the evidence.
Faith is trusting that God is at work even when there are no visible signs.
Faith is believing that what God has said is true, even before the answer arrives.

Application
Perhaps some of you are waiting for visible proof before trusting God.
You are still carrying an unanswered prayer.
You still do not see healing.
You still do not see restoration.
You still do not see direction.

Yet Jesus still calls us to trust Him before we see the answer. 
Faith means standing on God’s promises even while the situation still looks impossible. When we trust God with such a faith, we will discover that God is always faithful to His promises. He works in His time and in His way.

3. Faith Beyond Sight Becomes a Testimony to Others
As the official traveled home, his servants met him with incredible news: “Your son is living.” (v.51)

When he asked about the timing, they answered:
“Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left him.”

Then the father realized something astonishing:
His son had been healed at the exact moment Jesus spoke.

Jesus had said: “Your son will live.”
There was no coincidence.
There was no delay.
Jesus’ promise had proven completely true. 

At that moment, the father’s faith was confirmed. He knew that Jesus' word could be trusted completely. But the impact of this miracle did not end with him. The Bible says: “So he and his whole household believed.” (v.53)

Notice: The father’s faith influenced his entire family.
His experience of God’s faithfulness became a testimony that led others to believe. 

This is often how God works. He strengthens our faith not only for our benefit but also for the encouragement of others.

Anyone can praise God after receiving an immediate answer.
But faith that trusts God’s Word before seeing the outcome often becomes the most powerful witness.

Biblical Illustration
God told Noah to build an ark because a flood was coming. Yet there was no visible sign of rain, and no one around him believed God's warning.
For many years Noah faithfully obeyed God's Word despite ridicule and uncertainty. He continued building the ark even when he could not see the fulfillment of God's promise.

When the flood finally came, Noah's faith was vindicated. More importantly, his faith influenced his entire family. Because Noah trusted God, his household entered the ark and was saved.
The Bible says:
"By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family." (Hebrews 11:7)
Noah's faith not only preserved his family but also demonstrated the blessing of trusting God's Word when the outcome could not yet be seen.

Real-Life Illustration
Consider a Christian mother who prayed for her son for many years.
He wandered far from God.
Year after year she continued praying.
Sometimes with tears.
Sometimes with discouragement.
Yet she never stopped trusting the Lord. 

One Christmas Eve, her son unexpectedly attended church.
Later he confessed: “Mom, watching your faith all these years made me realize your God must be real.”

Her faith during the waiting became the testimony that led him back to Christ.

Application
In the same way, when we trust God during times of uncertainty, others are watching. Our faith can strengthen our families, encourage fellow believers, and point unbelievers to Christ.

Perhaps you are waiting for God to answer a prayer, heal a loved one, provide a job, restore a relationship, or guide your future.

Remember: your faith affects more people than just you.
As you continue to trust God's promises before you see the results, your faith becomes a testimony that can lead others to Christ.

So today, do not wait until you see the answer to trust God.
Trust Him now.
Believe His Word even when the outcome is still unseen.
Your faith may be the testimony God uses to bring your family, your friends, and others closer to Christ.
