                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

ESF International Church 
Lord’s Day Worship Service
3/1/2026

Worship Songs …………………........................ Together with Band

Bible Reading and Prayer
English Bible Reading … Song of Songs 2:10–13…...... Leo Gavarin
English Prayer ……………….……………....……...…… Jobin John
Spanish Prayer …...…………………………………… Marta Padilla

Communion ………………………………………………...Together 

Prelude Music…………………………………………..Sound Room
                                  (Hope Will Rise Again)

Message … Hope in the Season of Spring … Pastor Timothy Hong                              


Announcement & Offering Prayer     ..………...........................Pastor

Offering……………………………….......………………... Together
                         (Offering music…… Spring Sings)
 

Closing Praise ……………………………......……………..Together                
(I am thine o Lord)

Prayer of Blessing ……………………...……………….……..Pastor













































[bookmark: _Hlk102893191]Today’s Sermon Outline
Hope in the Season of Spring
Text: Song of Songs 2:10–13

Introduction
After a long winter, a small green shoot breaking through frozen ground reminds us that spring cannot be stopped. Spiritually, we also experience “winters”—seasons of waiting, silence, and hardship. Noah in the ark and Israel in the wilderness endured long, uncertain seasons they could not end themselves. Likewise, we must wait for God’s timing. Hope begins not with visible change, but with God’s voice declaring, “The winter is past.”

I. Hope Begins When God Declares: “The Winter Is Past” (v. 11)
Winter represents hardship, exile, and unanswered prayer. Yet its end is not determined by us, but by God’s Word. In Isaiah 40, God declared comfort before circumstances changed. Ultimately, Christ fulfilled this promise at the cross: “It is finished.” Through His death and resurrection, the deepest winter—sin and separation—ended. Hope rests on God’s declaration, not our feelings.

II. Hope Is Visible in the Signs of New Life (v. 12)
Spring unfolds gradually—flowers bloom, doves coo. In Ezekiel 37 and Luke 24, restoration came step by step. Small signs—a softened heart, renewed prayer, restored relationships—are holy evidence that God is working.

III. Hope Calls Us to Rise and Move Forward (vv. 10, 13)
God says, “Arise… come with me.” Like the healed paralytic or Peter stepping from the boat, we must respond in faith. Renewal requires participation.

Application Questions
1. How can you be assured of coming spring even before you can see visible signs of it?
2. What small signs in your life might God be using to assure you that winter will pass and spring is coming?  


Announcements

1. We welcome all newcomers and visitors to our worship service today. 

2. [bookmark: _Hlk169924917]If you have any prayer requests, fill out the prayer request on the offering envelope and drop it in the offering basket. Also, you may call or text Pastor at 773-802-1112.

3. After the worship service, there will be lunch fellowship in the fellowship hall prepared by the Korean and Indian Group. Next Sunday’s food will be provided by the Hispanic Group.  

4. Prayer Requests: Pray for the Lord’s healing mercy for
- Gerry Lomoton, who is undergoing chemotherapy for lung cancer.
- Jill Wendt, the mother of Kelly Fernandez, who is suffering from  a kidney problem.
- Pedro Malonda, who is recovering from a blood clot. 
- Verjune Sanjose, who is recovering from a heart problem. 
- Blessy Thankachan, who is suffering from muscle pain caused by a bulging spinal disc.  
- Luis Arenas, who fell and injured his hip. 

5. Prayer Requests: Pray for the Lord’s favor for Ambros Rufus who need a job and for Andris who must find a new place to move soon.

6. Pray for the Lord’s traveling mercies upon Pastor Timothy and Lydia Hong as they visit ESF mission partners in the Philippines (March 4-8) Malaysia (March 9-13), and Korea (March 14-25).  

[bookmark: _Hlk136621176]Next Sunday (3/8/2026) Sermon

	[bookmark: _Hlk161996308]Preacher
	Text
	Title

	Raul Navarro
	1 Timothy 1:12-17
	Should I serve God, or should God serve me?



Worship Leaders and Offering Ushers

	Date
	Bible Reading 
	Prayer
	Offering Usher

	Today 
(3/1/2026)
	Leo Gavarin
	Jobin John
Raul Navarro
	Yobany Cortez
Blessy Thankachan

	Next Sunday
(3/8/2026)
	Espi Evans
	Byung O Cheon
Marta Padilla
	Yobany Cortez
Blessy Thankachan
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Missionaries
Rolando Sanchez – Campus ministry in Peru
Miguelina Martinez–  Campus ministry in Dominican Republic
Jordan Custorio – Campus ministry in the Philippines
[bookmark: _Hlk132466978]Paul Uzoma –Campus ministry in Benin, Africa
Fernando Rodríguez – Ministry for Young people in Cuba
Elio Guedez– Local Church Ministry in Venezuela

Ministers and Staff
[bookmark: _Hlk482519558]Senior Pastor – Timothy Hong (773-802-1112)
[bookmark: _Hlk482519548]African Ministry – Samuel Lebbie (773-921-7429) 
Indian Ministry – Jobin John (708-501-8715)
Spanish Ministry – Bertha Fernandez (773-600-0100)
                                Raul Navarro (847-773-7176) 
Sunday school teachers 
       Toddlers – Kelly Fernandez (312-241-4553)
       Elementary – Steve Makris (708-867-8716)
       Junior high and High School- Joy Dulaney (847-990-0265)
[bookmark: _Hlk136621807]       Spanish Children and Youth – Brandy Lucas

Administration & Campus Ministry – Richard Shaffer (612-208-7087)
Worship Band Leader – Jennylyn Guillen (773-627-3946)
Translating Ministry- Analis Gomez (773-444-9185)  &  Prince Zandanga (773-294-0932)
Media Ministry- Gigi Alberto (773-808-3106), Robin Matthew (312-493-0444)
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