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The Treasure in Jars of Clay
Text: 2 Cor. 4:7‑18
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
[bookmark: _Hlk512600245]8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Years ago, at an auction, an old violin was placed on the stage. It looked worn out—dusty, scratched, and cracked. Few people paid any attention to it.
The auctioneer asked, “Who will give me ten dollars for this?” 
A few hesitant bids came: Ten. Fifteen. Twenty.
Then an elderly musician quietly stepped forward. He picked up the violin, tightened the strings, and began to play.
Suddenly, the room was filled with beautiful music—rich, powerful, and breathtaking. When he finished, silence fell over the hall.

The auctioneer lifted the same violin again.
“Now, who will bid?”
This time, hands shot up immediately. Dozens. Hundreds. 
What changed?
The violin had not changed. The cracks were still there. The difference was this: the master touched it and revealed the hidden value within it.

In many ways, we are like that violin. We may feel weak, worn down, or cracked by disappointment, aging, suffering, or failure. Yet God delights in placing His treasure inside fragile people. The power is not in us—it is in God who works through us.

That is why Paul declares, “We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7).

Today’s message teaches us that even though we are fragile, we can carry God’s priceless treasure—and through it, live powerful and blessed lives.

What is the most precious treasure?
What do you think the most precious treasure is? Is it the largest diamond in the world? A priceless work of art? An irreplaceable ancient architectural masterpiece? Yet, no matter what you consider to be greatest treasure, its value is often relative. 

What is treasured in one place may mean little in another. What one person values deeply may seem worthless to someone else. 

Even if there are treasures in this world that have lasting value, they may not be able to help every person in every situation. For example, imagine a man who owns the most expensive and precious diamond in the world. He carries the treasure while traveling on an airplane. If the airplane suddenly suffers engine failure, falls from an altitude of 30,000 feet, and crashes to the ground, can that treasure save his life? 

But in this text, Paul says that we can find and possess the most precious treasure- a treasure of absolute value. Paul says that the treasure transcends time, location, culture, and circumstances, and it can be the most precious treasure to everyone, everywhere and at any time. 

What is this treasure? It is God’s power given through Jesus Christ. It is the power of God that can raise people from the dead. It is the power of the resurrection of Jesus, available to everyone who believes in Him. 
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Paul really experienced the power. Look at what he testified in verses 8-10: We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.

Paul had been hard pressed on every side, perplexed, persecuted, and struck down. When we see only those things in his life, he appears to be just a jar of clay. He was simply a fragile, ordinary human being as many of us are today. 

But he had the treasure within him. He had a power that surpassed all the power in this world. He had the power of God revealed through Jesus’ resurrection. That power enabled him to endure and overcome stress, perplexity, persecution, and severe hardship throughout his life.  

Jesus’ resurrection is a living power that enables us to overcome all difficulties in our daily lives. It is an everlasting treasure for all believers and in every circumstance. 

The power of the resurrection was demonstrated not only 2,000 years ago but is still being demonstrated today in the lives of those who follow Jesus Christ. 

If you are a believer in Christ, you already have this treasure within you. Be confident in the treasure. Through the power, refuse to give in to trials and darkness. The power of the treasure will enable you to overcome them victoriously. If you are not yet a believer, but desire to have this treasure, accept Jesus as your Savior today. God will place this treasure within you immediately.  

The purpose of the treasure in clay jars 
Where does God store this precious, priceless treasure? God stores it in jars of clay. In the ancient Near East, clay jars were common household containers because they were inexpensive, abundant, and ordinary-looking. People sometimes stored valuable items in clay jars, including money, scrolls, jewelry, grain, oil, and documents. When the owner of a treasure kept it in a clay jar, he knew what was truly important. It was not the clay jar, but the treasure inside it. Without the hidden treasure, the clay jar would be just an ordinary vessel- fragile and of little value. 

In the same way, Paul says that God has placed the priceless treasure- His power, the power of the resurrection in Jesus-within ordinary human beings who are like mere clay jars. 

Why does God place such a priceless treasure in clay jars? 

Look at verse 7 and verse 15, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”
“All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.”

These verses reveal God’s surprising purpose. God intentionally places His priceless treasure into weak and fragile people so that no one will mistake the source of the power. The glory does not belong to the jar, but to the treasure within.

When God places His priceless treasure into weak and fragile people, He has a purpose: to help people focus not on us, but on God and His Son, Jesus Christ, and to give all glory to Him alone. Therefore, do not despise your weakness. If Christ’s treasure is within you, your weakness is not your limitation—it is the very place where God’s power shines most brightly. 

In verse 12, Paul notes that death and suffering were at work in his life, but that the eternal life of Christ was at work in the believers at Corinth. His sufferings brought people to Jesus Christ because he carried the power of the resurrection in the midst of suffering. Therefore, when Paul faced all kinds of difficulties and trials, he neither focused on himself nor on the hardships he endured. Instead, he continually focused on the priceless treasure. By fixing his eyes on that treasure, he was able to draw strength from it and overcome all difficulties and trials. As a result, many people who received Jesus’ gospel through Paul came to give thanks and glory to God.

When we focus on God’s power within us, we do not lose heart despite our circumstances. Though outwardly we are wasting away, inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

So fix your eyes not on what is seen, but on the power of God within you which is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. When you suffer, when you are broken, when you are defeated, do not lose heart. Focus on the power of God in Jesus and rise again through His power. 

Illustration
Several years ago, during the height of the COVID pandemic, a hospital nurse reached the point of complete exhaustion.
For months, she worked long shifts caring for critically ill patients. She watched many suffer, some recover, and some pass away. She herself became physically weak, emotionally drained, and deeply discouraged. One evening after losing another patient, she sat alone in her car and broke down in tears.
She whispered a prayer:
“Lord, I have nothing left. I feel empty. I cannot carry this anymore. If there is any strength, it must come from You.”
The next morning, though still tired, she returned to work.

Several months later, a former patient unexpectedly came back to the hospital—not as a patient, but simply to find her. Holding flowers, he said with tears in his eyes:
“When I thought I was dying, I remember seeing your face. You prayed for me when I was afraid. You gave me hope when I had none. I survived, but more than that—I found faith in God because of what I saw in you.”

She was only a jar of clay—tired, fragile, and discouraged. But the treasure inside was God’s power. And through her weakness, Christ’s life touched another person.

That is exactly what Paul means. God places His treasure in weak people so that others will not admire the jar—they will glorify the God who placed the treasure inside.

Everyone will experience troubles in life, but what we do in times of trouble is another matter. Some people hide their troubles. Some people run away from their troubles. Some people try to fight their troubles with their own willpower. 

But the best way to overcome them is to carry the treasure of the Lord within us and face our troubles through the power of that treasure! 

When you are defeated and life gets tough, do not focus on yourself. You are just a clay jar. Do not focus on defeat or difficult times. Focus on the treasure-the power of the resurrection of Jesus within you. Believe that through the power of the resurrection, you can rise again from defeat. Believe that through the power of the resurrection, you can overcome all hardships. And God will let His power work and bring glory to Himself. 

How can we fully utilize the treasure?
When God places His treasure within us, He desires that we use it fully for His kingdom. Just as an underground oil reservoir must be drilled and pumped to bring forth valuable oil, God’s treasure in jars of clay is meant to be released for His glory.
How, then, can we fully utilize the treasure within us? We can do so by using it according to God’s purpose. The treasure God places within us is never meant to remain hidden or unused—it is meant to be used for His glory.
Jesus showed us how this happens when He said that the greatest commandment is:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” (Mark 12:30)
Jesus taught that the treasure God places within us is released most fully when God becomes the very center of our hearts.
When we love and serve Him wholeheartedly, His treasure is revealed through our lives. The more fully we offer ourselves in devotion to the Lord, the more clearly His power is displayed in us.
In verse 11, Paul testified that when he fully devoted himself to serving Christ, God revealed the power of His treasure through him: “For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body.”

With His never-ending resources and surpassing power, God wants us to live for Him and serve Him fully in every area of our lives—as teachers, singers, businesspeople, nurses, laborers, or homemakers.

Illustration: The Widow Who Thought She Had Nothing to Offer
An elderly widow in a church lived alone after losing her husband. She had no college degree, no professional skills, no leadership role, and very little money. As the years passed, she quietly began to think,
“What can I possibly offer to God anymore? I am too old. I have no talent. I cannot preach, sing, teach, or lead. I have nothing useful left.”
One Sunday, the pastor preached about encouraging others through simple acts of love.

The next day, she decided to start something very small.
Every morning, she began praying for people in the church by name. When someone was sick, she sent a short card with a Bible verse. When a college student felt discouraged, she quietly wrote a note saying, “I prayed for you today. God is with you.”
She thought these were tiny things.

Years later, many people shared how her prayers and simple encouragement had sustained them through difficult seasons.
One young woman said, “When I almost gave up on my faith, her handwritten note arrived the very day I was crying out to God. It reminded me that God had not forgotten me.”

The widow later said, “I thought I had nothing to give. But God showed me that He can use even the smallest offering when it is given with love.”
She was only a jar of clay—ordinary, weak, and unnoticed. But the treasure inside was God’s power. And when she offered herself to God, Christ touched many lives through her.

That is how God’s treasure works. When we place God at the center of our lives and serve Him wholeheartedly, His hidden power begins to flow through us to bless many people.

No matter what you do, make it the purpose of your life to serve God fully. Use whatever treasure God has given you to love and serve Him and to seek His glory. Then God will reveal the power of His treasure through you to bless many people. 



