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ESF Lord’s Day Message
2/8/2026
Victory Through the Power of God’s Spirit
Text: Zechariah 4:6–10
6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.
7 “What are you, mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’”
8 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it. Then you will know that the Lord Almighty has sent me to you.
10 “Who dares despise the day of small things, since the seven eyes of the Lord that range throughout the earth will rejoice when they see the chosen capstone in the hand of Zerubbabel?”

Introduction
A man once decided to renovate his old house by himself. At the beginning, he was excited. He tore down the old walls, cleared the debris, and even laid part of the new foundation. Friends admired his energy and determination. But as weeks turned into months, the work slowed. The cost rose. His body grew tired. What once felt inspiring now felt overwhelming. One day he stood in the unfinished house and quietly said, “I don’t think I can finish this.”

Many of us know that feeling—not only with buildings, but with life. We start with vision and faith, but somewhere along the way, strength runs out. What we began with confidence now feels beyond us.

That is exactly where God’s people were in the days of Zechariah. After returning from exile, Jerusalem lay in ruins. The temple—once the symbol of God’s presence—had been destroyed. Zerubbabel was appointed governor and given the task of rebuilding it. The work began with hope, but soon opposition, shortage, discouragement, and delay set in. The foundation was laid, but the building stood unfinished.
Into that moment of exhaustion and doubt, God spoke a powerful word—not a strategy, not more manpower, but a promise:
“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit.”

This message reminds us that when human strength fails, God’s Spirit prevails. Victory in God’s work does not depend on our ability to finish strong, but on His Spirit who never grows weary. 

So the question today is not simply what needs to be finished—but how it will be finished.

Is there unfinished work standing in front of you right now?
Are you tired or tempted to quit? Today, God speaks to weary builders like us, “Will you learn to finish by my Spirit what you cannot finish by yourself?”

I. God Does Not Abandon Our Unfinished Work
Rebuilding—whether spiritual, relational, emotional, physical—is rarely easy. As the process of rebuilding continues, obstacles that were once hidden become more visible. The sense of hope and confidence at the beginning turns into a feeling of being overwhelmed, as difficulties multiply and progress seems slow. What began easily can turn into a heavy burden. 

Zerubbabel’s challenges extended beyond physical exhaustion. He was confronted with political resistance. The resources available for rebuilding were limited, forcing the people to do more with less. On top of this, spiritual fatigue had set in among those working on the project. 

Although the foundation for the temple had been laid years prior, the construction came to a halt. The partially completed structure stood as a constant, visible reminder of unfulfilled hopes and unfinished work. 

God did not ignore this discouragement. In verse 10, He addresses the people’s feelings, saying, “Who dares despise the day of small things?” The builders compared their unfinished rebuilding project to the majesty of Solomon’s original temple. In their eyes, what they were accomplishing seemed small and insignificant in comparison, and they were tempted to quit rebuilding.

A similar discouragement appeared in the days of Nehemiah. As the wall of Jerusalem was being rebuilt, the enemies of Israel mocked the builders. They ridiculed the effort, saying, “What are these feeble Jews doing?” (Nehemiah 4:2). The opposition did not come only from outside; even among the workers, discouragement began to spread. The laborers themselves grew weary and voiced their struggles, lamenting, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.” (Nehemiah 4:10)

They were not discouraged because they lacked the will or desire to rebuild; they still wanted to continue the work. Instead, the discouragement came from the sheer weariness of the task. The work was long and demanding, and the constant fatigue and relentless challenges wore them down. What, then, was God doing in such a time of discouragement? Did He abandon the work as well? No. He did not. He was calling them to endure and persevere. 

A city once began building a bridge to connect two communities. The foundation was laid, and the first section was completed. But funding problems, opposition, and delays slowed the project. For years, the half-built bridge stood unfinished. Every day, people drove past it and shook their heads. Some said, “It will never be finished.” Others said, “They should never have started.”

But the problem was not that the bridge was unnecessary. The problem was that the work was hard, slow, and costly. What looked like failure was just unfinished work.

In the same way, when God’s work in our lives seems incomplete, it is easy to mistake delay for defeat.

Many of us today are in a season of rebuilding. Some are rebuilding a prayer life that has grown cold. Others are rebuilding a marriage wounded by pain. Some are persevering in ministry after disappointment. Others are rebuilding faith, weakened by suffering or loss. In these moments, discouragement whispers, “This is too much,” or “Nothing is changing,” or even, “You should quit now.”

Yet God does not rebuke us for our weakness. He meets us in it. He speaks into our weariness. He sees our struggle and gives us strength to endure. What looks unfinished to you is not abandoned by God. So do not quit in the middle of what God is still building.

II. God’s Assurance of Completion
In the midst of discouragement, God’s response to Zerubbabel was not to provide new tools or increase the size of the workforce. Instead, God offers something different—a promise. Rather than directing them to rely on human resources or personal strength, God encouraged them to focus on His word of promise. 

This is the promise, “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands will also complete it.” (Zechariah 4:9) This statement is not just encouragement; it is an assurance that the work begun will be finished.

Importantly, this assurance does not rest on Zerubbabel’s own ability or strength. Instead, it is grounded in the faithfulness of God. The promise is a reminder that what God starts, He also brings to completion, regardless of the obstacles or delays faced along the way.

The laying of the foundation was not merely the beginning of a physical structure—it stood as a visible testimony to God’s faithfulness. Through this act, God conveyed a powerful message: “If I enabled you to start this work, I will also enable you to finish it.” The foundation itself became a symbol of assurance and a reminder that the journey, though challenging, is sustained by God’s commitment.

The same God who called Zerubbabel to begin the work would carry him through to the end. God’s support does not fade after the first steps. It continues until His purpose is fulfilled.

Throughout his journey as the leader of Israel, Moses frequently struggled with doubt about his own abilities. He questioned whether he could lead effectively, expressed concern over his speech, and wondered whether the people would recognize his authority. 

Despite these struggles, God consistently reassured Moses with the promise, “I will be with you.” The completion of the exodus was not a result of Moses’s strength or ability, but a testimony to God’s faithfulness to fulfill His promises. 

As the Israelites moved from the crossing of the Red Sea through the challenges of the wilderness, every obstacle they encountered highlighted God’s power and faithfulness. Each challenge became an opportunity for God to show that He would complete the work He had begun, reminding them that the journey’s success rested on divine faithfulness, not on human ability. 

Centuries later, the apostle Paul assures this truth when he writes, “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). The assurance of completion rests not in human effort but in divine commitment.

When God gives a promise of rebuilding, delays do not cancel it. Opposition does not nullify it. Weakness does not disqualify us from it. God’s assurance stands firm even when visible progress seems small. If God started the work, you do not need to panic when it seems impossible to finish. God never begins what He does not intend to complete. So, stay faithful and trust His promise.

III. Dependence on the Spirit
At the heart of this message is God’s clear proclamation: “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit.” 

The word “might” in the original Hebrew text is  חַיִל (ḥáyil).  It refers to military force (1 Samuel 17:20) and material resources or wealth (Proverbs 13:22). 

The word “power” in the Hebrew text is כֹּחַ (kó·aḥ). It means physical strength (Judges 16:6) or human ability (Deuteronomy 8:17).  

Together, these words describe human resources and strength that people rely on apart from God.

In God’s declaration, both “might” and “power” are intentionally set aside as inadequate sources of true victory. The message is clear: success does not depend on our own capabilities or worldly advantages. 

Instead, God points to His Spirit as the true source of accomplishment. The message is clear: what is needed is not greater human effort or influence, but dependence on the Spirit of God to achieve what He has purposed.

To confirm this truth, God gave Zechariah a vision of a golden lampstand. This lampstand was not fueled by human hands but was supplied continuously by oil flowing directly from two olive trees. The meaning of the vision is clear: the lamp’s light continues to shine not because of human effort, but because God provides a constant supply of oil. 

In biblical symbolism, oil often represents the Spirit of God, underscoring that true spiritual light and power come from divine provision, not human strength. 

Through this vision, God taught Zerubbabel an essential lesson. The work before him would not be maintained or sustained by human energy or determination. Instead, it would be accomplished and preserved by the continual supply that comes from God’s Spirit. This divine supply, rather than human effort, is what enables the fulfillment of God’s purposes. 

The book of Acts presents a powerful example of this principle. The disciples themselves were not prominent figures in society; they lacked both political authority and social status. Yet, rather than instructing them to act quickly or rely on their own abilities, Jesus directed them to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5)

This period of waiting made clear the necessity of divine empowerment over human initiative. 

After the disciples were waiting for a period of time, the Holy Spirit descended on them at Pentecost. Then everything changed. Those who had once been timid and afraid were transformed into courageous witnesses. The growth of the early church was not a product of careful human planning or clever strategies. Instead, it was the result of God’s Spirit at work, turning ordinary people into bold messengers and causing the church to flourish through His power alone. 

After a major storm, a neighborhood lost electricity for several days. One family tried to manage without power. They used flashlights, candles, and phone batteries. At first, it seemed manageable. But as hours turned into days, batteries died, phones shut down, and frustration grew. No matter how many flashlights they had, the light always faded.

Then a neighbor rolled out a generator. Once it was connected, the lights came back on. The refrigerator worked. Phones charged. The difference was immediate. The house didn’t become bright because they tried harder—it became bright because it was connected to a continuous power source.

Later, the homeowner said, “The problem wasn’t that we lacked lamps. We lacked power.”

This is exactly what God teaches in Zechariah 4. God did not tell Zerubbabel to add more workers or push harder. He showed him a lampstand that burned continuously—not because someone refilled it by hand, but because oil flowed without interruption.

In the same way, our lives do not shine because of human effort alone. We burn out when we rely on flashlights—our strength, our resources, our influence. But when we depend on the Spirit, the supply never runs dry.

Conclusion
Victory through the power of God’s Spirit may not be understood by human reasoning, but it is certain. God does not abandon delayed projects. He encourages us with His assuring promise when we are discouraged. He enables us to finish the unfinished tasks through the power of His Spirit. 

When discouragement comes, remember:
· The work is God’s
· The promise is secure
· The power is the Spirit’s

Therefore, do not measure your progress by visible results alone. Measure it by your endurance and trust. What God has started, He will surely complete—not by might, nor by power, but by His Spirit.

